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Parent Teacher Association 

Following on from the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Annual General Meeting at the end of the

school year, we have been able to meet this week and appoint a new PTA Committee to commence

immediately. Thank you to everyone from our community who cast their votes to support proposed

Committee members. The Committee will be:

Co-Chairs: Gris Ouwehand and Natalie Fokias

Treasurer: Ferah Guerses

Co-Secretaries: Kedian Goode and Carla Bentley

I am particularly pleased to see a good balance across Preparatory and Senior Schools within our

Committee and look forward to being involved in their plans over the coming academic year.

Extra-Curricular Activities

I am delighted to see a wealth of extra-curricular activities provided for pupils beginning from Monday

next week across the whole school. We would encourage all your daughters and sons to get involved in

as much of school life as possible, so as to develop important life skills.

Respecting Neighbours

Can I remind our community to be mindful of where we park during drop off and pick up, particularly

in Scotts Avenue. Please avoid parking in front of neighbours driveways, or even parking in neighbours

driveways. We want to continue to be a good neighbour with our local residents. Many thanks for your

support with this.

Challoner_head

It has been wonderful welcoming all pupils back to school and sharing
stories of their summers and the wonderful weather we have had this

week.
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Feast of St Teresa of Calcutta

The Feast of St Teresa of Calcutta was celebrated on Tuesday of this week. We were able to share some

information with regards to the great work that St Teresa undertook throughout her life in form

periods (see below). 

Open Morning

We have our first Open Event of the school year on Saturday 23 September from 9.30-12.00

noon. We are asking many of our pupils to help with Open Morning and this can be in the form

of conducting tours, helping with department displays or even giving talks.

There will be many more opportunities to see the school and meet me as we progress through the

term. You are more than welcome to join us throughout the morning as well to see the school,

speak with fellow parents and listen to my talks.



Jonny E, Head Boy, received his first full England vest a few weekends

ago (previously he’s represented England Schools), when he was selected

by England Athletics to represent England U18s in the Welsh

International in Cardiff on Saturday 26 August, setting a lifetime best in

the 5,000m race walk and winning a gold medal.

If you would like to share with me particular successes your daughters

and sons achieved over the summer, please do get in touch as I do like to

share with the wider Bishop Challoner community.

PUPIL SUCCESS

 Parents must have recommended Bishop Challoner School to a

named family, who do not presently have a child at the school,

before that family contacts us with a view to their child becoming a

pupil at the school.  The family should declare on their Registration

Form who referred them to the school.  In the event of more than

one current family claiming to have made the referral, the discount

below will be provided only to the family named on the Registration

Form.

The school’s “thank you” is a one-off discount of £500 credited to the

school fees for the current parents’ own child, or the eldest child if

they have more than one.  

Parent Pupil Referral Scheme

Commencing last academic year, as a thank you to our parents for

recommending Bishop Challoner School to their friends, the school is

introducing a Pupil Referral Scheme.  

To be eligible:
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Week Ahead

On Monday morning we

will have our first whole

school Mass to welcome in

the new term.

There will also be

Individual School

Photographs taking place

on Tuesday morning. Can

you please make sure your

sons and daughters are in

full BCS uniform.

The discount will be applicable against the fees payable for the third term after the introduced child

starts school, i.e. the current parents will receive the reward as a deduction from their child’s summer

term’s fees, providing the new pupil has started at Bishop Challoner School in the September and is still

a pupil in the summer term.

 If a parent successfully recommends more than one child then, subject to the same conditions, the

“thank you” will be a £500 credit for each child joining the school. 
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Challoner Connected

If you would like to become involved with the school in lending your

expertise and knowledge in upskilling our pupils to the skills and expertise

required for the world of work and further study, then please contact my PA,

Ms Carolyn Chamberlain, at CChamberlain@bcsweb.co.uk. We would be very

pleased to hear from you. We have several upcoming Careers and Connected

events, where we would be keen to have your expertise.

I hope you can have an enjoyable weekend.

With best wishes,

Mark Wallace

DIARY DATES 

TUESDAY 3 OCTOBER Sixth Form Taster Day (for our current Year 11 pupils)

WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER Sixth Form Open Evening 

MONDAY 9 OCTOBER Pre-Prep & Prep Parents Evening

TUESDAY 10 OCTOBER Year 13 Parents Evening 

WEDNESDAY 11 OCTOBER Whole-School Open Morning; Pre-Prep & Prep Parents 

Evening 

THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER Year 11 Parents Evening 

mailto:CChamberlain@bcsweb.co.uk


Dear Golf Enthusiasts,

Are you ready to tee off on a new adventure?

Join us every Thursday for our exciting

Beginners Golf Club, where you can learn the

fundamentals of this timeless sport in a fun and

welcoming environment!

What: Beginners Golf Club 

When: Every Thursday 

Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

Where: Bishop Challoner School 

Cost: Free 

Whether you're a complete novice or have had

a few swings under your belt, our golf club is

designed to cater to players of all levels. The

club will be available for students in Year 6-

Year 8.
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School Counselling General Consent Form link and QR Code:

HERE

Lunch Games
Dear Parents and Families,

We are asking for contributions to our lunch games resources. Lunch games is a weekly group open to all

secondary students, as an alternative to physical break time play and as well as an option during wet

weather. Research shows play can improve children's abilities to plan, organize, engage in postive

relationships, and regulate emotions. In addition, play helps with language, math and social skills, and even

helps children cope with stress.

We are seeking additional board games, puzzles, arts and crafts ( string bracelets, needle point, origami-

minimal mess).

FROM THE PTA:

Welcome to all parents, from the Bishop

Challoner PTA. Following our successful

community summer fair we are looking to

continue building on our events and

fundraising this year. Last year we bought

new fencing equipment, yoga mats, St

Killians candle holder for the chapel, new

benches and pledged £10,000 to the school

library project, amongst other things. Do

join us at our first meeting of the year (date

to be confirmed) and let us know if you can

support the PTA in any way, such as

through your time, ideas, suggestions, raffle

donations, supplies, experience, etc. We

look forward to meeting you all.

https://forms.office.com/e/wH1ZVRXFxF


9A and 9Alpha went on a team-building day just before the summer break to tackle

axe-throwing and escape rooms. Although both forms enjoyed the escape rooms

and the staff enjoyed hearing them scream in terror, the Year 9s were most

successful in the axe-throwing with many of them rivaling Mr Harrison for power

and accuracy. The student’s enthusiasm, engagement, cheerfulness and good

behaviour made them a pleasure to take – many thanks to all.
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Axe - Throwing and Escapism
Adventures 
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Reception class are settling in well at

Bishop Challoner. The children have

been working hard during maths and

literacy lessons. They have also

worked brilliantly on our topic of  

'Marvellous Me' and have created

some good responses that are on

display in our classroom. Our room

looks lovely! 

 

EYFS 

Next week in RE, we will be looking at 'God's world' and singing songs with

actions.
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EYFS 

We are delighted to welcome back the pupils in the Pre-Prep. 

The Pre-Prep have all settled really well into their learning

environment and are already forming lovely friendships.

We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead filled with lots

of new adventures and opportunities.

-Ms Scicluna, Assistant Head of EYFS
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(Dr Rachel Hawkes, national Lead for MFL). 

Tuesday 26th of September is the European Day of Languages (EDL), when we celebrate the rich

tapestry of diversity in our community through an outreach programme for the whole school. We

also continue to celebrate our rich linguistic traditions  through  the ‘Community languages Club’

that I run every week  as well as ‘le club de Francophonie’  to which we warmly invite your

daughters and sons to attend so that they can experience different food, music, dance, cinema, games

and much more. 

As a polyglot linguist in Persian, French, German,  Spanish, and currently attempting to learn Turkish

and Arabic, the joy of learning about another culture and language has been my life-long passion.  It

has enriched my life in numerous ways; tasting that tortilla de patatas in Barcelona, communicating

as an au pair in a French family of Algerian background; staying with a family in Bavaria in Germany

and travelling and asking for directions in Düsseldorf, all soon made me realise that knowing a

language and experiencing its culture stimulates interests that I did not even know existed.My world

became colourful with new music, books, films, food, dance, sport and people that made me a more

fulfilled, tolerant and a more complete person.   It helped me understand my own first language

better, think about its formation, its origin, its culture, its grammar and history . To live language in

its contextual form meant that I could become part of that culture, live its best life and take joy and

pride in its inclusive forms. All those vocabulary tests and grammar tests I had done in school made

greater sense when I made the first trip to Germany at 16 and later at 18 after my A levels as an au

pair.   Today, decades later, there is not a day that goes past that I do not listen to music, watch a film,

read poetry or read a book in one of these languages and feel myself part of a bigger global

community and part of these incredible places with their diverse ways of life and just think to myself,

What a wonderful world!

Haleh Ryall

Community Outreach Lead 

Head of French 
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Learning a language is liberation!
‘Learning a language is a liberation from insularity’



BISHOP CHALLONER NEWS
8  S E P T  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  N O . 1 1 6  



BISHOP CHALLONER NEWS
8  S E P T  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  N O . 1 1 6  





BISHOP CHALLONER NEWS
8  S E P T  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  N O . 1 1 6  



Samaritans Free phone 116 123 www.samaritans.org 

The Miz (for under

25s)

Text THEMIX to

85258
www.themix.org.uk 

Papyrus

HOPELINE

(suicidal feelings in

young people)

0800 068 4141 www.papyrus-uk.org

Childline (up to 18

years)
0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk 

Kooth   www.kooth.com 

  

Young Minds www.youngminds.co.uk
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If you feel unable to keep yourself, or others, safe from harm, call the NHS 111 telephone line or go

to Accident & Emergency. For non-emergency concerns please contact your GP.

Crisis Support Lines

Support websites for help with mental health, dealing with bullying, or

supporting a friend

SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 

http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.themix.org.uk/
http://www.papyrus-uk.org/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
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The Havens 020 3299 6900
www.thehavens.org.uk 

The Safer Internet

Centre
www.saferinternet.org.uk 

  

Report Harmful

Content www.reportharmfulcontent.com 

  

  Internet Watch

Foundation

  

www.iwf.org

  

If you feel unable to keep yourself, or others, safe from harm, call the NHS 111 telephone line or go

to Accident & Emergency. For non-emergency concerns please contact your GP.

Support regarding sexual health 

Support regarding online content or behaviour, including cyber-

bullying

http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.reportharmfulcontent.com/
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Please note: Whatsapp is age rated 16+
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For help contact Bromley Well

0808 278 7898

spa@bromleywell.org.uk

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm

https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/emotional-

wellbeing-factsheet 

https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/counselling-

services

SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 


