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 CHALLONER highlights 

Senior News Year 9 Mathematics Talk 

On 29th June, some Year 9 pupils attended an 

exciting event at the University of Cambridge about 

Mathematics. The talk was presented by Dr Tom 

Crawford, who introduced us to the five Platonic 

Solids. He explained that a platonic solid is a 3D 

shape where each face is the same regular polygon 

and the same number of polygons meet at each 

vertex; these solids are: Tetrahedron, cube, 

octahedron, dodecahedron and the icosahedron. We 

had the opportunity to make these shapes and 

investigate further on why there are only five of 

these solids exist. The reason of this is at each vertex 

we know that at least three faces should meet 

because the solid is 3D and when we add up the 

internal angles that meet at a vertex, it must be less 

than 360 degrees, otherwise the shape flattens out. 

Further, each face of the plutonic solid is identical, 

and is made of one of the following shapes: triangles, 

squares and pentagons. We also learnt that each 

platonic solid was believed to be the fundamental 

structures which made up different elements, like 

water and the universe. The maths trip was 

immensely intriguing and we learned so many other 

things that we never knew before. Thank you to Dr 

Samuel for organising a lovely trip. 

By Buse, Year 9 

Last Saturday, a group of nine 

Bishop Challoner pupils from 

different year groups 

participated in a Model 

United Nations conference at 

Bishop Thomas Grant School 

in Streatham. Model United 

Nations is a youth run 

simulation of the United Nations Organisation, and BTG 

launched their own conference this year, where pupils in 

Years 8-10 from several schools in and around London 

were invited to take part in this stimulating extra-

curricular activity. Pupils had the opportunity to develop 

their debating and public speaking skills, researching and 

writing skills, and knowledge of global issues. 

Pupils represented a country, becoming delegates in three 

committees: one concerning human rights, with a focus on 

the use of torture, another concerning nuclear 

disarmament and a third with representatives from 

Security Council countries discussing the human rights 

crisis in Myanmar. The goal of these councils is to 

collectively agree on a resolution (a kind of plan of action 

to address the issue at hand), with delegates being given 

the chance to propose amendments to it, which might be 

more in line with their country’s values and interests. Any 

amendment which receives a majority of the council’s 

votes is included in the resolution, and the hope is that by 

the end of the committee’s meeting it will be in a form 

that is acceptable to a majority of present countries.  

The quality of the debates, and  pupils’ in-depth 

understanding of issues concerning the global community 

was impressive. It was our school’s first time participating 

in such an event, and our students did very well. In fact 

one of our Year 8s received a distinguished delegate 

award.      

I was inspired by what I saw on Saturday. MUN develops 

students’ confidence, public speaking skills and encourages 

a close engagement with the crucial issues of our times. I 

hope more of our pupils will take advantage of this 

wonderful opportunity next year.  

Miss Gauthier  

Model United Nations Conference 

Creative Science  

Cosmic Clerihews 

Jupiter 

Jupiter is one of the best, Jupiter is biggest out of the rest, 

It’s named after the god of thunder and sky, 

And the rings can’t be seen with the naked eye. 

Max, Year 7 

Triton 

This moon is called Triton and seems extremely cold, 

It also has a rocky surface, well that’s what I’ve been told, 

Its gravity  is very weak,  

but it has volcanoes coming out of its peak. 

Rosie, Year 7 



On Monday 2nd July, Year 8A travelled to the Al 

Emaan mosque in Keston to help us understand more 

about Islam since it is our current RE topic.  

 

When we arrived at the mosque we removed our 

shoes and went to the prayer room where we met 

Khaleeq, Anam and Raz the volunteers who were 

going to show us around the mosque and answer our 

questions. We then split up into three groups to do 

different activities. 

 

The first stage was with Anam who played a short 

film in which we learnt about Muslim inventions, for 

example, it was thanks to a Muslim that we have 

cameras. After watching this, we then went through a 

quick-fire quiz to test our knowledge and learn some 

new things about Islam. 

 

The second stage was with Khaleeq who 

demonstrated the wudu ablution. We were asked to 

take our socks off and make an intention to focus our 

minds on what we are doing. After this we began the 

process and washed our hands three times, our 

mouths three times, nose twice, face three times, 

washed each ear three times, cleaned our heads once, 

wiped our ears and then finally, washed our feet. This 

wash is done to help prepare worshippers and purify 

them before they pray to God. 

 

Senior News 

The final stage was with Raz who showed us 

different artefacts used during worship. For 

example we got to see the Qur’an, Tasbih beads to 

recall the different names of Allah and different 

fragrances used during worship. Afterwards we 

had the honour of seeing a Year 7 boy called 

Abdus-Samad perform different prayers. This 

really helped us understand how Muslims pray 

and the different actions and objects they use. 

 

Overall, it was a really great experience that 

helped our knowledge about Islam and the 

mosque grow. 8A would like to say a huge thank 

you to Mrs Patience for organising this trip but 

also to Khaleeq, Anam, Raz and Abdus-Samad 

who contributed to making this day special. 

 

Olivia, Year 8A 

Year 8 Al Amaan Mosque visit 



Senior News 
GCSE Geography Field Trip 

As part of the new GCSE Geography course, pupils are expected to complete field work in preparation for Paper 3. So off 

we went to the famous Jurassic Coast in Dorset to look at the geomorphology of the area. Students where based at the PGL 

site at Osmington and, with the tutors’ help, they completed various field work activities such as beach profiles, coastal 

management and a land use survey in Weymouth.  

Durdle Door, Dorset 

Students preparing to profile the beach, collect 

sediment data and measure longshore drift at Durdle 

Door, Dorset. 

Coastal management at Lyme Regis, Dorset.                 

At Lyme Regis students looked at the various          

hard and soft engineering methods used to           

protect the coastline. Here we are standing on          

the sea wall whilst looking at cliff nailing. 

Beaching profiling at Lyme Regis, Dorset 

As part of the experience, PGL always organise a number of 

activities for the students. Here students are enjoying the trapeze 

whilst others tried the long drop swing. The harnesses seemed to 

pose most problems. Overall everyone enjoyed themselves and 

experienced the British summer at its best; baking hot sunshine 

on Saturday and a tropical deluge on Sunday. 



Senior Sports 
Senior Tennis Fencing Competition 

The Year 9 & 10 Tennis team season concluded 

Thursday as they played Langley Park Boys School in 

their final game of the season. The Tennis team have 

had a strong season despite narrow defeats to both 

Sevenoaks and Ravenswood School. Luke Ralph, 

Matthew, Matteo and Thomas started strongly with a 

convincing win for Luke and Thomas demonstrating 

a steady temperament to secure a narrow win.  

 

Matteo and Luke added drama to the occasion as 

their doubles victory meant the match would go to a 

dramatic tie-breaker. Matthew started strongly 

returning Langley’s serves powerfully but narrowly 

missed out on the victory due to fine play from the 

opposition. 

 

Overall, it has been a fantastic season for the Tennis 

team who should be proud of the manner in which 

they represented the school. They have set a fine 

foundation for tennis at Bishop Challoner to develop.  

Mr Snadden 

Congratulations to Reece (Year 8), who came 

third with bronze in Under 14 Foil, and Josh 

(Year 6), who came second with silver in 

Under 11 Foil, in a fencing competition last 

Sunday in Sandwich, Kent.    

We have had a fantastic year in Eco-club 

culminating in achieving Bronze Award  Status. 

We will be working towards our silver award 

from September 2018. I would like to thank all 

the Eco club pupils for all their hard work; we 

are so proud of you all. Thank you for all the 

parental and staff support too. 

 

Pupils from Years 6-8 are welcome to join Eco 

Club and help make our school more 

sustainable, as well as doing fun activities.  

 

Have a safe and wonderful summer break.  

 

Miss Ruston 

Extra Curricular 

Eco Club 



On 18th June, 29 excited pupils and four intrepid 

members of staff set off across The Channel for our 

long awaited trip to Normandy. 

We were heading to Le Chateau de Chartereine which 

was to be our base for the next four nights but, being 

of adventurous spirit, we made a stop on the way to 

visit the sharks and alligators at Nausicaa  Sealife 

Centre. 

On arrival and after a swift evening meal, we headed 

off to explore the local beach. You may imagine that 

after such a long and eventful day the children would 

fall into peaceful slumber – let’s just say they were 

very excited! 

The following day was equally busy, a morning trip to 

the Somme Museum followed by an afternoon 

exploring some of the many war graves and memorials 

of Northern France. This was a moving experience 

and the sight of the war memorial at Thiepval, 

complete with the names of over 72,000 men lost in 

the Somme Battles, 

will long be 

remembered. We 

had a few sleepy 

faces on the coach 

heading back to Le 

Chateau but, again, 

as the clock struck 

nine, all felt revived 

and ready for some 

outdoor games with 

the ever cheerful site 

team.  

 

Our busy itinerary continued with trips to Dieppe 

and Rouen. Having walked around both towns 

exploring cathedrals and market squares we made a 

welcome stop for crepes and ice creams.  Back at 

base we tried a different tactic, after a leisurely 

evening meal we all took part in a meditation led by 

Mr Lohan.  At this point the adult members of the 

party were more than ready to turn in; alas, the 

children had other ideas. 

Our final day was more leisurely and provided the 

opportunity for some retail therapy. A visit to a 

French market was followed by the hypermarket 

then back to Le Chateau for a croissant workshop. 

This was frantic, floury and great fun. An evening 

meal of frog’s legs and snails, rounded off by the 

weekly disco completed another super day.  

The following morning we set off for home. The 

children were a delight from start to finish and all 

agreed that our French Adventure had been a huge 

success.  

I’m guessing we all slept well that night. 

Ms Barker 

Junior News 

Year 5 & 6 French Residential Trip 



Junior News 

Y6 Science Activity 

This week, Mrs Harding took her Year 6 pupils to 

the Science Lab where they completed their 

project on dinosaurs. Pupils were bright and 

colourful from their DT lesson with Mrs Brown. 

They had made tie-dye T-shirts. They used clay, 

lolly sticks, pipe cleaners and their imagination. 

Great team effort and pure fun. 

Nursery News 

Summer Barbecue 

On Monday, the Nursery children celebrated their 

pending transition to Reception class with a Nursery 

Barbecue. 

Ms Ludlam cooked hotdogs for all and the children 

enjoyed their special treat, wearing own clothes and 

feeling very special indeed. 

We will miss our Dolphins and Butterfly groups, but 

we are thrilled with the progression and achievements 

they have made. We have been honoured to be joined 

by such wonderful children and families - learning 

with you has been great fun and a real privilege. Thank 

you. 

Ms Ludlam 



First Holy Commnunion 

On Saturday, 16th June, five of our pupils made their First 

Holy Communion in our school chapel.  It was wonderful 

to have the opportunity to help the pupils to prepare for 

this momentous event in their spiritual journey and to see 

their commitment during the preparations; it was also 

clear that their parents had supported them throughout. 

 

During his homily Fr Simplicio spoke about the True 

Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and the love that he 

wants to share with us through this Sacrament and it was 

wonderful to see the pupils receive Jesus for the first time 

with such great reverence.  It was also a joy to see our 

Chapel filled with families, friends and staff who came to 

show their support.     

 

After the Mass we celebrated with the pupils and it was an 

unforgettable day, which I am sure will remain a treasured 

memory for our pupils and their families.  

 

I am particularly grateful to Mr FitzGerald for helping me 

to prepare the pupils for their First Holy Communion, to 

Sue Long for all her help and support in organising the 

party and to Fr Simplicio for making the Mass so special.  

Also, thanks to Jeanette Cable for the beautiful flowers, 

Mrs Hickman and Mr FitzGerald for the music, the 

catering staff for the wonderful food, and all the staff, 

parents and wider community who came to celebrate with 

us.   

 

Gerard Lohan, School Chaplain 

This academic year has flown by and we have so 

much to be thankful for.  I invite you to give thanks 

with us today by joining us in prayer: 

 

Dear Lord, 

We thank you for this year. For the challenges, the 

successes, and the mistakes from which we have 

learnt. 

 

Lord you desire to be with us in the most ordinary 

events of life. We invite you to be with us as we spend 

time with our family and friends during this holiday. 

Give us strength and courage to choose what is right: 

to be witnesses of our faith and the power of your 

love working in us. 

 

Help us to show our shared Christian values by 

appreciating what others do for us, by giving our time 

and efforts to help others. By being peace-makers and 

joy givers in our family and community. 

 

Keep us safe and free from all danger and harm in all 

that we do. Help us to experience great joy and fun 

but also great peace and rest. Renew and revitalize us 

so that we will be refreshed and ready for the new 

academic year. 

 

Thank you for our classmates, school staff, teachers, 

parents, guardians and our caring community. 

May we be aware of your loving presence in every 

moment of our lives. 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. 

Amen 

 
Gerard Lohan, School Chaplain 

 Congratulations to Annabelle, Bela, Jehan, Nikita and Iona  

Happy Holiday 



Notices 

Diary Dates  
Monday, 3rd September 

 Staff Study Day 

 Nursery, Year 7 & 12 Induction 

 

Tuesday, 4th September 

 Whole School returns 

 

At the end of this academic year we say goodbye to 

three of our longest serving Trustees; Margaret 

Brocklehurst, Philip Cartin and Chris Panas. On 

behalf of the Bishop Challoner School Community 

I want to express our gratitude to them for their 

active leadership. Being a Trustee is rewarding but 

at times a tough volunteering role. 

 

Margaret, Phil and Chris undertook the role of 

governor and since steering the school to 

independent charitable status as Trustees have 

carried out this role with dedication and 

seriousness. Their actions, decisions and the faith 

they have exhibited throughout their years of 

service we appreciate.  

 

We pray for God's continued mercy and blessing 

on them, their family and their future endeavours. 

 

Mrs Ticcy Colling 
Trustee 

Trustees 


