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Wednesday was a momentous occasion with three key events 
all happening on one day!

Firstly, we said farewell to our Year 13 who have studied hard 
and deserve every success for their chosen university. It was 
nice to see so many supportive families coming together 
to share in this very special occasion. The successes and 
achievements will be a tremendous foundation for the next 
stage of their lives. Tom O’Gorman an ex pupil was our Guest of 
Honour and it was fascinating to hear him reminiscing over his 
time at Bishop Challoner and telling us about his achievements 
after leaving us in the Summer 2016.  I wish all of our departing 
Year 13 success and happiness in the next chapter of their lives.

Secondly, we held our Parent Teachers’ Association (PTA) 
Annual General Meeting on MS Teams and thank you to 
everyone who joined us. My special thanks to our Chair, Mrs 
Reid, Mrs Aquilina, Treasurer and Miss Fokias, Secretary for all 
of their hard work and support.  They have dedicated hours 
of service to these roles and in a totally voluntary capacity. 
They have done an incredible job in supporting the school 
with events and activities, together with a team of parents.  My 
thanks to all the proactive members of the PTA who continue 

to raise money for the good of the school.

Finally, we welcomed our new Year 7 and existing Year 6 
families taking their children through into year 7 in September.  
I am sure that they are buzzing with excitement to be joining 
‘big school’ before too long.

Yesterday I led assembly on the theme of showing gratitude 
and touched on the Healing of the Ten Lepers in Luke 17. I 
imagined life to be like a glass jar and by putting the most 
valuable items in our life into the jar first there is enough space 
for all the other things that matter and everything else will 
fit into our life. Pupils were invited to consider how they can 
express their gratitude to what matters in their lives.

Have a lovely weekend.

From the 
Headteacher…

Paula Anderson – Headteacher
@Challoner_head

Last week we had a glorious morning for our Junior Sports 
Day and we were blessed with sunshine. The children 
participated in a number of events and showed great 
teamwork and community spirit.  Thank you to Ms Restivo for 
her super organisation of this event and to Mr Oliver and all 
the other staff and pupils who helped.

Mission Statement 
Through faith and a broad education, Bishop Challoner School strives to develop and nurture each child’s unique talents.  To Live, 
Love and Learn like Christ and fulfil their true potential in an ever changing world.
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TRANSITION DAY

On Tuesday 8th June we did a transition afternoon where we tried out some senior lessons, which consisted of Performing Arts, 
English, and finally some sports. It couldn’t have got any better!

The first lesson was Performing Arts with Mrs Otley and I had the time of my life. My favourite bit was when we split into multiple 
groups and made machines; the group I was in made a human making machine! After that, we did a catwalk but not the type of 
catwalk you might expect, you had to actually be an animal! We all had a really great time.

After all that fun, more enjoyment was waiting to come when Mrs Miotti taught us some English. We started the lesson by learning 
what pathetic fallacy is (it’s when you give human feelings to something non-human). This next part was my favourite bit, where 
we listened to some music and made up some sentences with pathetic fallacy. I LOVED this lesson.

Last of all, we played Frisbee with Mr Lubi. By the end of this lesson, I looked like a tomato from all the running up and down the 
pitch in the sunshine. This afternoon started with a bang and ended with bang!

If I could describe this whole day in one sentence it would be:

“The best day ever!”

Maisie - Year 5

STARS OF THE WEEK

Week commencing 14th June:

Reception - Carson for wonderful work in literacy.

Year 1   - Karl for wonderful work in English and a special 
mention to the whole class for participation in Sports Day.

Year 2 -  Skylar for writing an exciting diary entry based on 
Treasure Island.

Year 3 - The whole class for working together on the 
challenges to escape from the deserted island.

Year 4  - Nicole for a wonderful portrait of Tutankhamun.

Year 5  - Alexander for having such a positive approach to his 
learning. 

Year 6  - Ferah for an interesting and well written biography.

Week commencing 21st June:

Reception Eleia - for a huge improvement in independent 
work.

Year 1 - Faith for her great work on time.

Year 2 - Anastasia Tan for writing a lovely and amusing 
introduction of herself and friends in a ‘pirate talk’ manner.

Year 3 - Isabella PD for making great contributions to all class 
discussions.

Year 4 - Aidan for great work in maths.

Year 5 - Martha for a considered and precise newspaper article.

Year 6 - Eden for a wonderfully informative autobiography.

Well done to all our stars.

Ms Barker - Head of KS1 and KS2
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NURSERY NEWS

This week the children have been learning about road safety. 
Using our fabulous outdoor roadway, the children have 
learned how to cross at a zebra crossing with safety. We have 
reinforced the importance of holding hands. The children 
have been watching for the green man with our "real" 
working traffic lights so that they know it is safe to cross. 
There has also been some disruption with roadworks - we 
apologise for the inconvenience!

Role play gives the children an opportunity to learn through 
play - actively learning by "doing." Young children make sense 
of the world around them by acting out and exploring what 
they have seen in real life. 

Well done children - some amazing skills learned whilst 
having wonderful fun.

Ms Ludlam - EYFS Coordinator
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CHAPLAINCY

Over the last couple of weeks, we have had a number of 
retreat days which were an opportunity for the pupils to 
take time out, to think about their lives, relationships and 
particularly the place that God has in their lives. 

We live in a world that is full of distractions, whether it is 
mobile phones, the internet, PlayStations, iPods, television 
or just our friends, there is always something to keep our 
minds occupied, which sometimes means that there is little 
space for God.  What has become clear during these days of 
reflection is the value that pupils put on having time to reflect 
and think, and to reconnect with their faith, without the 
ordinary pressures.

Whilst the themes for each retreat were different there was 
a common goal to become comfortable with silence and to 
allow oneself to simply be in God’s presence.  To help us we 
listened to the Old Testament Scripture where Elijah is waiting 
for God.  Elijah goes up into the mountains and waits in a cave 
and we read that:

‘There was a strong and violent wind shaking the mountains 
and crushing rocks but the LORD was not in the wind; after 
the wind, an earthquake—but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake; after the earthquake, fire—but the LORD was not 
in the fire; after the fire, a light silent sound. When he heard 
this, Elijah hid his face in his cloak and went out and stood at 
the entrance of the cave.’ 1 Kings 19:11-13

Why did Elijah hide his face?  Because he recognised God’s 
presence in the gentle sound of silence.

We have had a tough few years and this has impacted on our 
lives in many different ways.  Perhaps you have not had time to 
pray or have gotten out of the habit.  God’s Spirit is always with 
us and around us.  In the Old Testament one of the names for 
the Holy Spirit is Ruah (breath) of God and in John’s Gospel we 
are told that when Jesus rose from the dead he breathed upon 
the disciples and said to them receive the Holy Spirit.  I invite 
you to take a few moments over the next few days to meditate 
upon the scripture passage above and then to allow yourself to 
make some space for God’s presence and his Holy Spirit.  

Let us pray: Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts 
may all be holy. Act in me O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, 
may be holy. ... Strengthen me O Holy Spirit, to defend all that 
is holy. Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be 
holy. 

(Prayer of St Augustine for the indwelling of God’s Spirit)

I also ask you to remember to pray for our 6 pupils who are 
being Confirmed at St Edmund's Parish, this Saturday 26th 
June, at 6pm; including Year 9 pupils, Beau, Isaac, Louis and 
Marcus and Year 11 pupils Daniel and Nathan.  

Gerard Lohan - School Chaplain
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARYSAFEGUARDING ESSENTIALS

The summer has finally arrived and brings joy and excitement to all. 
Please may I remind you to ensure your son or daughter applies suntan 
lotion before coming to school and brings additional supply with them 
as well as ensuring they have a reusable water bottle. An increasing 
number of pupils are asking for plastic cups every day and this is not 
envirnmentally friendly. All pupils MUST bring a reusable water bottle 
with them daily. Thank you.

Mrs Anderson - Headteacher

We are seeing increasing complaints from our neighbouring community 
about illegal parking from parents dropping off and picking up children. 
Please can I remind you to park respectfully and not to block driveways 
or park in private parking courts. Your support would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you.

Mr Rolls - Bursar

PARKING

HOT WEATHER

• Senior Sports Day, 9.00am

Thursday 

1 JULY

• Junior Prize Giving - virtual event

Monday

5 JULY

• Senior Prize Giving - virtual event

Tuesday

6 JULY

• End of Term, 12noon

Friday 

9 JULY

• Meet the Head, from 4pm (allocated time 
slots)

Wednesday

30 JUNE


