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Dear Parents and Carers

I hope you have had a good week.

It is hard to believe that we have come to the end of term. I have been delighted

with how much we have been doing as a school in the classroom, developing our

trips provision, giving opportunities outside the classroom for pupils to develop

their skill sets and reaching out to the wider community. Thank you for your

support in making a number of these initiatives possible.

It was lovely to attend our Carol Service
on Tuesday evening. I thought it was a

wonderfully festive and joyous event.

Thank you to all the pupils and

colleagues who worked so hard in

making the Service so memorable,

particularly Ms Bell, our Chaplain, Miss

Leonidas and Mr Kent-Davies. I thought

our Junior, Year 7, Sixth Form and

Chamber Choirs were all in great voice

and the pupils reading were very clear

and well spoken. The �inal piece of the

evening, Feliz Navidad, was an excellent

way to bring the Service to a close. It

was nice to have the Deputy Mayor, Cllr.

Keith Onslow and Deputy Mayoress, Cllr.

Sue Onslow present along with many

Alumni, and of course to see so many of

you at the Service.
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Thank you so much for coming. The retiring collection at the Service raised £350

and this will support The Passage charity, who support people who are

experiencing or at risk of homelessness. Thank you for your kindness in your

donations.

Our PTA were once more supporting with refreshments served in the Hall

a�terwards. This, and the Christmas Show, capped a very busy term of support from

the PTA, and we thank them enormously for all they do for Bishop Challoner.

Their Christmas Fair last Saturday was hugely successful, and it was wonderful to

see such healthy numbers from our school community supporting the Fair. I

thought the range of stands were really appealing.

Sta�f 
Ms Kowalczyk has been a wonderful temporary addition to the Maths Department

this term, supporting the department across all three Senior School stages,

building pupils con�idence and abilities in the subject. Ms K, as she is a�fectionately

known, will be missed and we hope that one day she will be able to return on a

more permanent basis. We wish her all the very best and know she will keep in

touch. I will let you know who is replacing Ms Kowalczyk at the beginning of term,

as we are �inalising the paperwork as I write this.

Ms Evans, teacher of Business Studies and Economics, is being replaced by Mr

Gianpaolo Mochini from January. Mr Mochini has been Head of Business Faculty at

Christ The Kings’ School for the past 19 years and brings a wealth of experience to

the role. We thank Ms Evans for all she has done during her time with us.
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This Week
It was very upli�ting to lead the �inal

assembly of this term with an Awards

Assembly on Monday. Pupils from all year

groups were rewarded for their

contributions and e�forts across a number

of subjects and events including

Performing Arts, Art, Music, History,

English, Science, Maths, Geography,

Classics, Sport and PSHE. Well done all!

The Christmas Show was an unquali�ied success. Weeks of preparation and

dedicated hard work paid o�f with outstanding performances in the Matinee

(Wednesday) and Evening (Thursday) shows. Well done to every single pupil

who were involved, whatever your part and a huge thank you to RH, GL and all

Prep and Pre-Prep sta�f for their enthusiasm and hours of dedication in making

the show possible and come to fruition.
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Junior and Senior Chaplaincy
Congratulations to our Junior and

Senior Chaplaincy members for a term

of committed service and support, and

for being the very �irst Chaplaincy

cohort to help host the �irst of many

retreat days for fellow SELCAT school

chaplaincy members and faith friends.

Here is a picture of some of our Junior

Chaplaincy members with their new

Chaplaincy badges

This morning’s Liturgy

�inished with a surprise for the

pupils when they were treated

to a sta�f rendition of the Three

Kings. Following this surprise,

the whole school nearly took

the roof of with the Twelve Days

of Christmas. What a lovely way

to �inish the term!

House Update
Final House Points total for the end of term, following House Karaoke being

added in, are as follows:

St Patrick & Josephine Bakhita - 2370
St Michael & Mother Teresa - 2015
St Denis & Margaret Ward - 1975
St Edmund & Catherine of Alexandria - 1950
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Well done to all the houses for their e�forts this term and also to Mr Peck in

leading the House system.

The Challoner Hive
The �irst edition of the Challoner Hive has been released. As a pupil led

newspaper, it is wonderful to see their insightful and creative works where they

have shared competitions, artwork, interesting articles and interviews. The

Editorial Team of Christian W, Barney McD, Evelyn S-C (Editor-in-Chief), Sjoukje

W-S and Morayaluwa A have brought meticulous planning and enthusiasm to

their roles supported by contributors Daria R, Yohana N and George E. They

should all be very proud of their work, and you can see this for yourselves as we

have copies of the Hive in Reception.

Thank you to colleagues Ms Cutting, Mr Coultart and Ms Newbould for their parts

in helping the Hive come to fruition.

Quantity Surveyors (Residential) and Structural Engineer
We are undertaking a space audit with regards to maximizing our space usage at

the school. If there are any quantity surveyors (residential) and structural

engineers within our school community who can give advice and expertise, that

would be very much appreciated. If you could contact me in the �irst instance on

MWallace@bcsweb.co.uk

May I wish you all a restful and peaceful festive period and I look forward to seeing

you all again in the New Year.

With my very best wishes

Mark Wallace

mailto:MWallace@bcsweb.co.uk


Autumn Term 2023
INSET DAYS - 30th, 31st August and 1st September 2023

START OF TERM - Monday 4th September 2023

HALF TERM - 16th - 27th October 2023

PUPILS BACK TO SCHOOL - Monday 30th October 2023

CHRISTMAS BREAK BEGINS - Friday 15th December 2023

(1/2 day)

Spring Term 2024
WHOLE SCHOOL RETURNS - Monday 8th January 2024

HALF TERM - 12th - 16th February

PUPILS BACK TO SCHOOL - Monday 19th February 2024

SPRING TERM ENDS - 28th March 2024 (normal time)

STAFF INSET DAY - Monday 15th April 2024

Summer Term 2024
WHOLE SCHOOL RETURNS - Tuesday 16th April 2024

HALF TERM - 27th May 2024 - 31st May 2024

WHOLE SCHOOL RETURNS - Monday 3rd June 2024

LAST DAY OF TERM - Friday 5th July 2024 (12 noon)
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PUPIL SUCCESS
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Well done to Myles K, Y7, who took part in a 60m and

200m race and long jump over the weekend at Lee

Valley Athletics Centre as a member of Cambridge

Harriers Athletics Club. Myles won a silver medal and

also got the chance to meet Olympian Sir Mo Farah.

Well done Myles! 

Thanks to Mrs Afzal for decorating

and setting up the dining hall for

Junior and Senior Christmas lunches

yesterday! And our gratitude to our

two Nourish cooks Neta and Emma

for delivering a roast turkey lunch

with all the trimmings.
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More Christmas
festivities!
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Pre-Prep and Prep School
Dear Parents, Carers, and Families,

As we come to the end of a wonderfully festive term in the Prep School, we are

delighted to share some highlights that have made this season truly special for

our Prep School community.

Fireside Nativity Success: 
Our young stars shone brightly in this year's Fireside Nativity, captivating

audiences with their enthusiasm, talent, and heartwarming performances. The

dedication and hard work of our students, along with the support from our

amazing sta�f, created a magical atmosphere that �illed the hearts of all who

attended. Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this cherished

tradition a resounding success.

Memorable Carol Concert: 
St. Edmund’s Church in Beckenham echoed with joy and melody during our

annual Carol Concert, where students from Years 3 to 7 showcased their musical

prowess. From traditional carols to modern interpretations, each performance

was a testament to the musical talents of our students. The festive spirit was truly

alive as families and friends came together to celebrate the joy of the season.

Wishing You a Peaceful and Happy Christmas: 
As we approach the holiday season, we extend our warmest wishes to each and

every one of you. May this Christmas be �illed with joy, laughter, and precious

moments spent with loved ones. May the spirit of giving and gratitude bring

warmth to your homes and hearts.



BISHOP CHALLONER NEWS
 1 5  D E C  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  N O . 1 2 8

Pre-Prep and Prep School

Looking Forward to the New Year: 
As we bid farewell to 2023, we eagerly anticipate the opportunities and

adventures that the new year will bring. May it be a year of growth, learning,

and shared achievements for our students, sta�f, and families alike. We look

forward to continuing our journey together and creating even more wonderful

memories in the coming months.

On behalf of the Bishop Challoner Prep School family, we express our deepest

gratitude for your ongoing support and collaboration. May you have a restful

and joyous holiday season.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Warm regards,

Mr Peck, Mrs Bateman and Ms Hoyles



 Gaby for being a reliable and focused member of
the class, especially in play rehearsals 

Sula for being kind to everyone 

Reception

Year 1 

Year 2

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 

Year 6 

Sharon for being an excellent helper with the
Nursery children in the school play

Ryan for his dedication and enthusiasm in
everything he does 

Reeviah for excellent effort in her homework  

Karl for demonstrating resilience and a positive
attitude 

Tabi for her enthusiasm in the shool production
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Pre-Prep and Prep School

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Many congratulations to all our Stars. We are very proud of you!



What a lovely term the nursery children have had!

The children wrapped up the term and year with a

festive bow of creativity.

They have been busy making a range of Christmas

crafts, ranging from festive bags, snowflakes, Christmas

cards, pine cone Christmas trees.

The children had a great time making Christmas

playdough, measuring, counting and weighing. They

also made some yummy chocolate dipped strawberry

Christmas trees.

What fun!

 

The nursery children enjoyed having Mrs Gordon visit

them in our setting to read a Nativity story to them and

share with them how she spends Christmas.

Such a delight to have her take the time to bless us with

her Christmas experience. Thankyou Mrs Gordon!

EYFS 
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Have a Blessed

Christmas.

Mrs Zimbiti

-EYFS Practitioner



AND NOW IT IS CHRISTMAS 
This term has been busy and �illed

with fun and creativity. 
Our thanks to all children and

parents with 
Best wishes for Christmas and the

New Year 
-The Wraparound Care Team 
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Samaritans Free phone 116 123 www.samaritans.org 

The Miz (for under

25s)

Text THEMIX to

85258
www.themix.org.uk 

Papyrus

HOPELINE

(suicidal feelings in

young people)

0800 068 4141 www.papyrus-uk.org

Childline (up to 18

years)
0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk 

Kooth   www.kooth.com 

  

Young Minds www.youngminds.co.uk
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If you feel unable to keep yourself, or others, safe from harm, call the NHS 111 telephone line or go

to Accident & Emergency. For non-emergency concerns please contact your GP.

Crisis Support Lines

Support websites for help with mental health, dealing with bullying, or

supporting a friend

SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 

http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.themix.org.uk/
http://www.papyrus-uk.org/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
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SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 

School Counselling
General Consent Form link
and QR Code: HERE 

Child Mental Health &
Wellbeing - 10 Top Tips
for Parents: HERE

Protecting Young People
From Social Scams:
HERE 

What Are Social Media
Scams?: HERE 

Snapchat Checklist: HERE 

TikTok Checklist: HERE

Mobile Phones for
Children: HERE

Children’s Tech Guide
2023: HERE

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hvy7yn6C1ka9vhkJUPTNUrx_M0cyWFZAmqumyU9nfO5UOU5ETFFXVTlMRDZUUldYSjk2MTdVVFhPUi4u
https://ssslearning.co.uk/index.cfm/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Internet-Matters-Social-Scams-Guide-ver2.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Internet-Matters-Social-Scams-Guide-ver2.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-money-management-guide/social-media-scams-advice-guide-to-support-young-people/#popular-social-media-scams
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/snapchat-checklist-updated-for-2023/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/snapchat-checklist-updated-for-2023/
https://swgfl.org.uk/assets/documents/tiktok-checklist-2023.pdf?_=1698230685
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/mobile-phones-for-children/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/


https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/emotional-

wellbeing-factsheet 

https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/counselling-

services

For help contact Bromley Well

0808 278 7898

spa@bromleywell.org.uk

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm
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SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 
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SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 


