
 

 

   2 December 2022 | Issue No. 93 

From the Headteacher…  

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you have had a good week. 

Enrichment 

It is nice to see our year groups having enriching experiences inside and outside school.  

As part of our commitment to meeting the needs of all at Bishop Challoner, pupils from Years 5-8 attend-

ed a Stretch and Challenge Workshop on CSI Forensics this Wednesday. The workshop was run by a 

company called Thinkers in Education and also involved pupils from St Christopher’s The Hall School. 

Pupils had the opportunity to use the best forensic science equipment and cutting-edge science tech-

niques to uncover twists, turns and shock revelations in a mystery case that could only be solved with 

clear critical thinking. Our pupils thoroughly enjoyed their day, learning techniques from the beginnings 

of forensic science through to present-day DNA fingerprinting. 

On Thursday all our pupils from Years 3-6 performed ‘Little Donkey’ at the Advent Carol Service for 

Catholic Schools in the Southwark Diocese at St George’s Cathedral. Archbishop John Wilson was the 

celebrant and we were one of only 14 schools participating in the service. 
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Mark Wallace – Headteacher 

 @Challoner_head  

Also on Thursday evening, the English Department organised for pupils from Year 10 and Year 11 to at-

tend a streaming of A Christmas Carol from the Alexandra Palace Theatre being shown at the Bromley 

Picturehouse. This was a very enjoyable evening indeed.  

Sports 

Continuing our successful run of fixtures of late, well done to our U13 Boys Football team who earned a 3

-1 win away to Farringtons on Monday evening. 

Our U14 Boys drew 1-1, also against Farringtons, in the ISFA Cup on Tuesday and in Basketball, our U14 

Boys won 26-13 against Harris Academy, Beckenham, while our U15 narrowly lost to the same opposi-

tion 28-22. 

Well done to everyone on an excellent week of sport. 

PTA 

Thank you to our PTA, who have run two very successful events this week. There were 26 members of 

our community involved with the Wreath Making last night. You may have seen some of their wonder-

ful creations on Bishop Challoner social media. Today was our pupils’ opportunity to take advantage of 

the Secret Present Room and buy some early Christmas presents for loved ones. 

Week Ahead 

Tomorrow, we have 23 volunteers from our Year 11 and 12 who are helping to facilitate the ISA National 

Swimming Finals at the London Olympic Pool, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. Thank you to Ms Restivo 

for coordinating all the logistics to make this possible. 

Next Tuesday at 2pm and Wednesday at 6pm, we have the Pre-Prep and Prep Christmas Production 

which we are all very much looking forward to. You will know, there has been a lot of work in prepara-

tion for this production and I am sure I will see many of you there next week. 

Year 6 will be Carol singing at Newham Court at 10am on Wednesday. On Thursday, our Years 3, 4 and 5 

will be singing Carols at The Glades shopping mall from 1.30 – 2.30pm. If you happen to be passing, then 

do say ‘hello’.  

All the very best this evening to Parents, Pupils and Staff in Bishop Challoner’s half termly football tri-

angular at Goals in Beckenham. May the best team win! 

I hope you have a restful weekend. 

With best wishes, 

Mark Wallace 
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Football vs Farringtons (Friendly)    

This week, the year 7/8 team played a friendly away match against Farringtons School. The game was an 

opportunity for new players to join the team and prepare for the Kent Cup semi-final on Thursday. 

 

The game was tight in the first half, with 

opportunities for both teams to score. 

There were flashes of brilliance from the 

Bishop Challoner attack, with a strike being 

cleared off the line by Farringtons. Farring-

tons replied in kind, but fantastic goalkeep-

ing from Freddie saved the team. 

 

In the second half, the intensity of the 

game increased and Bishop Challoner hit 

three fantastic goals. The first was a brilliant run and strike by Jaemar into the top right-hand corner. 

The second was a great finish from Zec after beating two players. The third goal was the most moving: 

newcomer Timothy came on at halftime and was in the perfect position to finish from close range after 

Zec's shot was blocked by the goalkeeper. 

 

The game was controlled well throughout by the back line, including a new center-back pairing in 

Jehan and Bela, as well as relentless running from midfielder George. However, Farringtons had a corner 

late in the game which was eventually handled by a Bishop Challoner player which resulted in a penal-

ty. Farringtons took the penalty. The goalkeeper went the wrong way and that was Farringtons’ only 

goal of the game.  

 

The final score was 3-1 and it was a brilliant performance all around. New players were given the oppor-

tunity to try out and some of them delivered outstanding performances. Standout players on the day in-

cluded Freddie, who commanded his box all day and did well, dealing with any shots, and Jehan and 

Bela, who worked together and dealt with any pressure, as well as some great finishes from Jaemar and 

Zec. 

 
Mr Asankomah  - PE Teacher and Mr Oliver - Director Of Sport 



 

 

 Pre-Prep and Prep School News 

Mr Peck - Head of EYFS  

   2 December 2022 | Issue No. 93 

Pre-Prep  

 

The children have had a fantastic week thanks to our lovely parent helpers.  

 

They have made wonderful Christmas crackers with Mrs Kapoor and can't wait to pull them. They 

made beautiful Christmas wreaths to hang on their bedroom doors with Mrs Sen. Ms Clark and Mrs 

Vadukut have decorated Christmas bags with the children, for them to carry their delightful artwork 

home.  

 

Also, thank you very much, Mrs Murphy, for helping in the Pre-Prep School this week. The children 

loved having you back. 

 

Look out for your child's Christmas List as you will need to post it to Santa! 

 

 

Ms Scicluna, Named 2nd, EYFS Practitioner  

Christmas Crafts in the Pre-Prep School 



 

 

 

Prep School News 

Mr Peck - Head of EYFS  

Many congratulations to all our Stars. 

Wishing you all a very happy weekend. 

Stars of the Week 
 

 

 
 

Reception Desiree for her growing independence 

Year 1 Alexsander for effort and progress in reading and writing  

Year 2 Harry for his effort in Maths this week 

Year 3 Orla for her rhyming couplets and her Maths work on Time 

Year 4 Georgina for excellent writing, advertising her product 

Year 5 Bella for keeping herself up to date with her work whilst having commitments 

outside of school and for her positivity in the classroom  

Year 6 Aidan for excellent RE answers in class and all-round effort, as well as super  

behaviour  

Ms Barker  - Head of KS1 & KS2    
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Thank you to Year 1 for a lovely Advent assembly this week. The children reminded us of the importance 

of the season and how we should use this time to stop and think of others before the rush and excitement 

of Christmas. Thank you also to Mrs Bateman and, as always, to all parents, grandparents and friends who 

came along to support the event.  

Yesterday, children in classes 3 to 6 took part in the Archdiocese of Southwark Advent Service at St 

George’s Cathedral. The children sung beautifully and enjoyed the collaboration with other schools. 

Thank you to Mrs Bell for organising this event and all the staff who accompanied the children. 

Our Christmas Production will be on Tuesday and Wednesday next week. I will be sending a letter home 

today to give you all the final details.  

Year 6 will be singing at Newham Court next Wednesday and Years, 3, 4 & 5 will be singing at The Glades 

on Thursday – so we certainly have a busy week ahead. 

Very best wishes for a happy weekend and a peaceful Season of Advent. 
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Mrs Vander-Elst - Teaching Assistant  

Wrap Around Care 

Pre-Prep and Prep School News 

We were hugely impressed with the children's willingness and skills to weave this mat to celebrate 

St. Andrew's Day. 

It is the work of children in the Pre-Prep and Prep School. 
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Mrs Hoyles - Year 4 Teacher 

Whole School News 

On Wednesday, selected pupils from Years 5 to 8 took part in a Forensic Science Workshop with pupils 

from St Christopher's.  The students had to work together to solve a mystery and compete against other 

teams with points awarded for accuracy. They learnt how to extract DNA and also tried their hand at 

bone anthropology.  They had to carry out some challenging and complex scientific skills which they 

wouldn't normally study until university! 



 

 

 Pre-Prep and Prep School News 

Mr Peck - Head of EYFS  

Chaplain’s Corner 
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On December 1st, the BCS Junior Chorus performed ’Little Donkey’ at St 

George’s Cathedral, participating with thirteen other primary schools in the  

Advent Service for Catholic Schools in the Southwark Diocese. Mr Kent-Davis’ 

arrangement in parts of this classic was magical and delivered beautifully by all 

the children. Our Joseph, Mary and Little Donkey journeyed wearily in, out and 

round the aisles, until they arrived to settle in the Jerusalem stable, on the   

sanctuary. This was the perfect reminder of the love 

and sacrifice of this couple who said ‘Yes’ to the  

Angel Gabriel! Archbishop John was in attendance 

and reminded all the children of the very special 

season we have entered, as we await the coming of baby Jesus in Advent. He 

enthralled his audience with a magic trick, in which his ‘assistants’ from    

another school, placed one white and one red handkerchief into a cloth bag, 

representing the world and love, respectively. Within seconds, a pupil was 

invited to pull out of the bag what was inside. Miraculously, and to the gasps 

of the captive congregation, the white and red hank-

ies had combined to reveal a perfect red heart printed on the white ground,   

symbolising the love that Jesus brings into the World for us! Archbishop John is 

available for birthday parties and weddings (he said, jokingly!). Huge thanks to 

the Junior School staff for making this trip possible. The pupils’ behaviour walk-

ing and travelling by train was exemplary and a delight to behold. May I take 

this opportunity to wish you a happy Advent season. 

We have the Junior Chorus performances at The 

Glades next week and at the school Carol Service on 

the 13th December to look forward to and I trust you 

will make time to join us at St Edmunds for the Nativity Story. The photos are 

of Years 3-6 by the Romero Cross installation at St George’s. 

Weekly Chaplaincy Calendar 

 Junior Chaplaincy – Mon 5th Dec Break Time, Chapel 

 Altar Servers Training – Tues 6th, Thurs 8th Dec 12.10pm, Chapel 

 CAFOD Club – Wed 7th Dec 12.10pm, Year 6 Classroom 

 Y12 & Y13 In-School Retreat Day – Wed 7th Dec 9.30am, Library 

With every blessing for the weekend, Mrs Bell, School Chaplain 
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PTA News 

Beautiful Christmas Wreaths made in a 

workshop organised by our wonderful 

PTA. A lovely evening that both parents 

and staff shared together. 

Congratulations to Gabriella for winning 

the PTA Raffle. We hope you enjoy your 

Lego advent calendar!  
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Margaret Watson who is a professional concert harpist came to Bishop Challoner School Hall on Monday 

7th November to give our members a talk entitled “Life on a Harp String” and a short recital we will never 

forget.  She travels with her own harp which weighs 41 kgs with which she demonstrated her skills with a 

varied sample repertoire to illustrate her talk on the history of the harp through the ages.  She is highly 

experienced and performs regularly throughout the UK.   

 

- Guinevere Foley  

 



 

 

Parking in school grounds. Leave 

your car in front of the school and 

follow the walking route to the hall.  

The school is close to Shortlands sta-

tion. Buses 227 and 358 stop nearby. 

Bishop Challoner School 

22B Bromley Road 

Bromley BR2 0BS 

 

Do you enjoy visiting museums and galleries or watching TV 

arts programmes? 

 

The Arts Society Bromley is the place for discovering 
more about the arts 

 

The Arts Society Bromley 
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Drop in on one of our monthly illustrated lectures by accredited experts. 

Visitors - Your First Lecture is Free! 

 

Membership is £49 for a programme of nine lectures plus access to a quarterly Arts Society 

magazine, visits to places of interest, tours and so much more. 

         Find out more at 

    www.theartssocietybromley.org.uk              

email: info@theartssocietybromley.org.uk 

LECTURE PROGRAMME      22 OCTOBER – 14 JUNE 

 

FREE TO PUPILS OF THE SCHOOL 

For others 

FIRST LECTURE IS FREE 

And only £49 for a season of 9 varied lectures. 

 

 

 

The Arts Society Bromley 
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http://www.theartssocietybromley.org.uk
mailto:info@theartssocietybromley.org.uk


 

 

 

December 5th  2023        Roger Askew 

A Right Royal Christmas 

Our royal families have celebrated Christmas throughout their long history, from William the Conqueror 

being crowned in Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day 1066. Present-giving always marked the season, 

from the extravagant – the City of London presented Richard II with a camel and a pelican – to the witty – 

Mrs. Thatcher sent the Queen a pair of yellow washing-up gloves having seen Her Majesty doing the dish-

es without any. This lecture explores these Royal traditions. 

January 9th 2023                            Clare Forde-Wille    

Limewood Sculptures of Renaissance Germany    

Too often the sculpture of Central Europe is ignored and yet some of the most important pieces of Renais-

sance sculpture were produced in northern cities and towns, often for small parish churches off the beaten 

track. The lecture will trace the development of German sculpture in stone, as it becomes independent of 

architecture, in particular through the medium of limewood, culminating in the work of the great and the 

glorious wood carving of the 254th century British sculptor, Grinling Gibbons.  

February  6th  2023          Paul Bahn   

Australia's Aboriginal Rock Art, The World's Longest Unbroken Art Tradition 

Rock art has been produced in Australia since at least 40,000 years ago, but continues to be produced in 

some regions - and major new discoveries of rock art are still being made in remote areas. The talk presents 

an account of some of the major regional variations in both rock paintings and rock engravings and pre-

sents a brief account of what we know of their many meanings, particularly in relation to Aboriginal crea-

tion myths and creator-ancestors. 

March 6th  2023         Karin Fernald  

The Blue Hour, Painting the North 

The little town of Skagen in the north of Jutland, a place of sand, storms and sky, inspires artists to paint its 

wild and remote landscape where the North Sea meets the Baltic. In Sweden, symbolist landscape artist 

Prince Eugen, finds romantic inspiration in the lakes, forests, history and vivid folk art. Both Danish and 

Swedish landscape paintings feature the Blue Hour, that half hour or so just after sunset and before sunrise, 

when the landscape is suffused with a bluish light, highly atmospheric and iconic of the North. 

 

The Arts Society Bromley 
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April 3rd  2023         Caroline Shenton  

Packing Up the Nation, Saving London's Museums and Galleries in the Second World War 

Following our lecture last season by Bromley member Artantxa Sardina on Looted Art, this is the gripping 

and sometimes hilarious story of how a band of heroic curators and eccentric custodians saved Britain’s na-

tional heritage during our Darkest Hour.  

Men and women from London’s national museums, galleries and archives forged extraordinary plans to evac-

uate their collections to safety. Utilising country houses from Buckinghamshire to Cumbria, tube tunnels, 

Welsh mines and Wiltshire quarries, a dedicated team of unlikely heroes packed up their greatest treasures in 

a race against time during the sweltering summer of 1939, dispatching them throughout the country on a se-

ries of secret wartime adventures. 

May 8th  2023         Jane Gardiner  

The Sun King and the Court of Versailles 

For all the things that have been written about the great Sun King, Louis XIV, he is best remembered for the 

creation of Versailles on the site of his father’s old hunting lodge and which became the seat of French gov-

ernment, the setting for all grand court ceremonial and the envy of every other European monarch. This lec-

ture will be an introduction to the sumptuous state apartments, the vast gardens and pleasure pavilions, the 

spectacular entertainments which take place both inside and out, the collections of the King and the whole 

etiquette of life at one of the greatest courts in Europe 

June 5th  2023         Steven Barrett  

Anatomy of a Masterpiece - Bathers at Asnieres by Georges Seurat 

During the two years it took to complete, Seurat developed new colour theories and a novel technique - 

Pointillism - to capture the shimmering effects of sunlight on water, grass and in the air itself. This lecture 

looks at the painting in detail, explores Seurat's vision and ambition, his bold new ideas and contribution to 

the history of modern art. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  SAFEGUARDING AND WELL-BEING  

INFORMATION 
 

Week B 
Monday 5 December  

 Whole School As-

sembly 

 8:45am - 9:00am  Main Hall 

 Year 7 & 8 Football 

 2:30 HSBC 

 

Tuesday 6 December 

 Pre-Prep and Prep Christmas  

 Production  

 2pm  Main Hall 

 Year 11 Netball  

 2:15pm Babington House  

 

Wednesday 7 December 

 Pre-Prep and Prep Assembly  

 8:45am - 9:00am  Main Hall 

 EYFS Fun Day—Reindeers 

 9:30am - 11:00am  

 Pre-Prep and Prep Christmas  

 Production  

 6:00pm Main Hall 

 

Thursday 8 December  

 

Friday 9 December  

 Charity Christmas Jumper Day 

 EYFS Christmas Party 

 Main Hall 

 Year 9 Football  

 2pm Harvey Grammar School   
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https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/

emotional-wellbeing-factsheet 

https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/

counselling-services 

Mrs Brooker - Safeguarding  Lead  

https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/emotional-wellbeing-factsheet
https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/emotional-wellbeing-factsheet
https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/counselling-services
https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/counselling-services

