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From the
Headteacher…
The Sacrament of First Holy Communion was received by
twelve children in Year 3 at Bishop Challoner on Saturday 17th
June. Thank you to Mr Lohan, Mr Fitzgerald and Mrs Raveney
for their support with the Sacramental preparation to ensure
that they were fully equipped to receive Jesus into their
hearts. This was a very special day for the families and this is
just the start of their journey.

My special thanks to Father Simplicio for celebrating the Mass.
Congratulations to Alfonso, Ayden, Aida, Anwen, Beatrice,
Bronte, Cecilia, Cillian, Louis, Matthew, Megan, and Theodore;
may they always be close to Jesus and keep Him in their hearts.

evening we enjoyed a celebration of the music of the senior
department. We are very fortunate to have a large number of
talented vocalists and musicians at Bishop Challoner and I am
immensely proud of their achievements.

Yesterday Sixth Form students, parents, and some staff
attended the annual Year 13 Leavers’ graduation ceremony,
as we celebrated the school careers of our departing Year 13
students. They were presented with scrolls and a number of
staff spoke about the individual pupils and their time here. Ms
Restivo had made individual departing cakes for them too.
Thank you to the families and parents who have supported
their sons and daughters in their time at Bishop Challoner.

This week has been busy with sporting events with nursery
and senior sports day happening today. A number of pupils
took part in the ISA National Athletics Championships in
Birmingham and we had some impressive results. Well done to
all the pupils who took part and to the PE department for their
continued support.

Congratulations to Mrs Newbould who has gained an award
for her participation in "Teacher Tapp". This is an app which was
launched last year and which she found very useful in linking
to the latest educational research. She was in the top 35 of
18,000 participants nationwide for her involvement.
Our Junior House Music Competition took place earlier in
the week and well done to all participants. On Thursday

The sun has been shining for the children visiting the Rare
Breeds Farm in the Junior department today and I hope the
sun will be out for our Summer Fair tomorrow. I know the PTA
and other parents have been working very hard to ensure it is a
day enjoyed by all. We hope to see many of your there.

Paula Anderson – Headteacher
@Challoner_head
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SENIOR NEWS

Year 10
Religious
DJ-ing
Some would say that Divine Inspiration was at play this
morning.

We started the day with a wonderful assembly from the
music department on the skills of DJing and then Year 10
went straight into period 1 for a lesson on religious music.
Year 10's eyes were opened to the variety and complexity of
music in worship from psalms to plainchant and of course a
little Stormzy! The best part of the lesson was the students

confidence to suggest music that means something to them;
the first student request was Schubert's Ave Maria, (a personal
favourite of mine), followed by William Blake's Jerusalem and
Hillsong's Awesome God! It was wonderful to see our senior
students so engaged in their learning but also their faith.

Mrs Shields - Head of RE

SENIOR SPORT

Amazing Athlete
Adam was selected to represent Bishop Challoner School
for West County at the Kent County Athletic Association, he
qualified at the KCAA competition on the 8th June.
This gave him a chance to compete at the Inter-county
Athletics competition on Saturday 14th June in which Adam
finished 1st place at the 300m race against sprinters from 5
other Counties (Surrey, Kent, Middlesex, Sussex & Hampshire)
He is currently ranked 3rd in the UK and has been selected to
compete in the English Schools Athletics Association Finals in
Birmingham on the 12-13th July.
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SENIOR SPORT

ISA National
Athletics
Championships
This year 700+ pupils from 151 schools qualified for the ISA
National Athletics Championships. Regardless of winning,
drawing or losing everyone upheld the true ISA spirit.

Congratulations to Jamie who won the silver medal in the Year
4 Boys Long Jump. Here he is photographed with GB athlete
Amy Alcock and John Greatrex who competed in the 1948
Olympics. Three generations of athletes keeping the Olympic
flame alive.

8/9 boys 100 meters and a silver in the boys 200 meters, only
missing the gold by 0.01 seconds.
It was an amazing day in Birmingham all athlets performed
brilliantly enjoying the atmosphere of an iconic stadium. Below
pictured our amazing volunteers Han, Lucas and Thomas.

Congratulations to Adam for gaining a bronze in the Year
Mrs Restivo - ISA Co-ordinator

SENIOR SPORT

Silver Medals
Jonny (year 8) recently achieved three silver medals in
the 3 km race walk: firstly at the Kent County Track &
Field Championships, again at the Kent Schools Athletics
Championships, and once more when representing Kent in
an inter-counties match last weekend. As a result he has been
selected to represent Kent Schools at the English Schools
national finals.
His brother Jamie (year 4) yesterday won a silver medal in
long jump at the ISA Athletics National finals in Birmingham,
beaten only by someone jumping a new ISA national record.
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NURSERY NEWS

Garlic Bread
The children in the Nursery planted garlic at the beginning
of the year and have been waiting patiently for the plants to
mature and grow over the months.

This week the children were able to pick the home grown
garlic and make delicious garlic butter which they spread on
to a piece of baguette.
The children are very proud of themselves when they eat
and take home what they have grown and then cooked.
Cooking also supports communication and language skills,

by developing children's listening and attention when they
follow precise instructions from an adult.
Being able to cook is a great skill to have and the Nursery
children find it an exciting, tasty and fun activity.
Well done Nursery.

Ms Scicluna - EYFS Practitioner

CRECHE NEWS

Tower Building
Theo and I created this tower on the 18th June 2019. It was
called Tower Everist and we enjoyed building it.
I am Ilia in Year 5 and Theo is in Year 3.

Ms Vander Elst - Creche Supervisor

www.bishopchallonerschool.com

JUNIOR NEWS

House Music
Competition
On Wednesday we held a fantastic Junior House Music
Competition in the Hall, which was organised by Mr Flanagan.

The Junior school competitors played to a packed audience
of music lovers and House supporters. There were some
really great performances and all that took part should be
very proud of themselves.
Thank you to the judges, Miss Hoyles, Mr Fitzgerald and Miss
Prieto and to those who helped with the event. Also a special

thank you to Mr Flanagan for his expertise. The winners were:
Singer: Anya J6 St. Patrick
Instrumentalist: Phillippa (piano) J5 St.Michael
Composer: Anwen J3 St. Michael
Ensemble: Illakiya, Angelica, Ariana, Tyler J5 St. Denis
1st place was a draw between St. Dennis and St. Patrick.
Mr Peck - House Co-ordinator

JUNIOR NEWS

Special Visitor
Afternoon
On Thursday 13th June our Year 6 pupils hosted a very special
event when they each invited up to two guests into school.
The guests were chosen by the children who wanted to
acknowledge the support and encouragement that had been
shown to them during their time in the Junior School
We enjoyed a lovely afternoon of entertainment, provided
by the children followed by afternoon tea. The children
were superb hosts and our guests reported a very enjoyable
afternoon.
Ms Barker _ Head of KS1 & KS2
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EXTRA CURRICULAR

STEM Club
For the last Science club of the year, Junior scientists made
magnetic slime.

They incorporated an iron compound into a rather soft slime
mixture which was then attracted to a strong neodymium
magnet. Bizarrely as well, if the magnet was dropped on the
magnetic slime, it was engulfed, “eaten”. In STEM club, pupils
looked at the effect of changing the pH on the colour of
beetroot extracts. The main pigment betanin which is purple

in acidic and neutral conditions turned to yellow at around pH
9. Thanks to Ms Lau for delivering the club and Miss Ruston for
helping and preparing it all.

Dr Piccio – Head of Science

EXTRA CURRICULAR

Eco Club
We have a wonderful Eco display board by the dining hall
that features pupils work from Eco club. It also has our school
action plan and minutes from some recent meetings. Please
feel free to read and leave any suggestions/comments in our
wooden 'Eco suggestion box' located on the main reception
desk.
There is also a whole school environmental review folder that
is available. Please see Miss Ruston (science dept) for more
details.
Thank you to our whole school community for all their hard
work in making Bishop Challoner more sustainable.
Miss Ruston - Science Technician
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SIXTH FORM NEWS

Year 13 Graduation 2019
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CHAPLAINCY

First Holy
Communion
On Saturday, 15th June, twelve of our pupils made their First
Holy Communion at school. It was a pleasure to prepare
the pupils for their First Holy Communion along with Mr
Fitzgerald whose support was much appreciated.

The pupils worked very hard and it was clear that their parents
gave them great support throughout their journey. It was very
encouraging to see so many family members and staff at the
mass, approximately 160 in total. Due to the large numbers
the service was held in the school hall which was stunningly
decorated. I was very grateful to the Junior Staff who helped
with the preparations, particularly Mrs Andrews and also the
site team who made everything look beautiful.
We are grateful to Fr Simplicio who offered the mass and to
Jacob and Roisin from Year 6 who gave up their Saturday

morning to serve at the mass. The First Communicants
received Holy Communion with great reverence, they
also wrote very thoughtful prayers for the mass and read
beautifully. I would also like to thank Sue Long for her help
and support. Mrs Cable for the beautiful flowers, Mrs Hickman
and Mr Fitzgerald for the music, and Mrs Restivo who stayed
behind to help clear up after the service. Also, the catering
staff for the wonderful food, and all the staff, parents and wider
community who came to celebrate with us.

CHAPLAINCY

Retreat to Aylesford
On Thursday 6th June, our Year 9 pupils attended a day
of reflection in Aylesford. We were fortunate to have fine
weather for most of the day, in the picturesque surroundings.
The theme for the day was, ‘Finding God in all things and
you are wonderfully made.’ During the retreat pupils were
given a number of activities to think about how we respect
one another and the environment. Our first exercise looked
at the value and dignity of the human person. A good
discussion took place on how society can sometimes focus
on the wealthy and strong but that as Christians we are
called to recognise the inherent dignity of every human
being whatever their circumstances or abilities. During this
discussion we drew on the Catechism of the Catholic Church
to highlight some of the important things and Psalm 139
which highlights God’s divine action in the creation of the
human person.
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CHAPLAINCY

Psalm 139

Following this we looked at the encyclical of Pope Francis Laudate Si (Care for our common home). Psalm 139 was written about
1050 BC, yet it still holds an important message because of the eternal truths that is reveals about us. I invite you to read and
reflect upon the words of the psalm:
Oh God, you examine me and you know me,
You know when I sit, when I rise, you understand my thoughts
from afar.
You watch when I walk or lie down, you know every detail of
my conduct.
A word is not yet on my tongue before you, Lord, know all
about it.
You fence me in, behind and in front, you have laid your hand
upon me.
Such amazing knowledge is beyond me, a height to which I
cannot attain.
Where shall I go to escape your spirit? Where shall I flee from
your presence?
If I scale the heavens you are there, if I lie flat beneath the earth,
there you are.
If I speed away on the wings of the dawn, if I dwell beyond the
ocean,
Even there your hand will be guiding me, your right hand
holding me fast.
I will say, 'Let the darkness cover me, and the night wrap itself
around me,'

Even darkness to you is not dark, and night is as clear as the
day.
You created my inmost self, knit me together in my mother's
womb.
For so many marvels I thank you; a wonder am I, and all your
works are wonders.
You knew me through and through,
My being held no secrets from you, when I was being formed
in secret,
textured in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes could see my embryo.
In your book all my days were inscribed, every one that was
fixed is there.
How hard for me to grasp your thoughts, how many, God,
there are!
God, examine me and know my heart, test me and know my
concerns.
Make sure that I am not on my way to ruin, and guide me on
the road of eternity.

CHAPLAINCY

Time for Reflection
We considered what we might do to show more care for
the beautiful world that God has given us. We then actively
sought connections between ourselves, the created world
and God. It was a very enjoyable day and the pupils
engaged very well with each activity. I am particularly
grateful to Dr Samuel and Dr Bovell who engaged very well
with the pupils and helped them in the activities.

Mr Lohan, School Chaplain
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ONE LAST THING…

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SEE FULL CALENDAR

Safeguarding Essentials
Bishop Challoner is committed to promoting the safety and welfare of
all our pupils. Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. If you
have any safeguarding concerns, please report them immediately to the
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), Mrs S Woolaway, or the Deputy
DSL, Ms A Barker.

Monday

24 JUNE
•

Forest School Awards

Re-usable Cup Launch

•

Last week of clubs this term

This term our school replaced single use plastic cups in the dining hall
with bright coloured reusable cups. This fits in well with the fact that
the Education Secretary on 27 December 2018 urged all schools to
eliminate their use of single use plastics by 2022.

Tuesday

We are arranging for all plastics to be collected and recycled asap and
also food waste.
Thank you to our school community for all their hard work and support.
Miss Ruston - Science Technician

25 JUNE
•

Y3 Junior Choral Festival

Wednesday

26 JUNE
•

PTA Charity Breakfast

•

Forest School Awards

•

Y5 Transition Afternoon

Thursday

27 JUNE
•

Level 3 Bikeability Training

•

PTA AGM - strawberries & cream

Friday

28 JUNE
•

Y5 & Y6 Mass

•

Nursery Family Fun Day

•

Senior Prize Giving
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