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Peace & Prayer Garden
Our Senior and Junior Chaplaincy Teams have been successful in

securing a £1000 grant for a Peace & Prayer Garden project. This will

be a project led by our pupils and we look forward to starting work on

this in the New Year.

Language Outreach
Last Friday, Sixth Form pupils from St Olaves visited Bishop Challoner

to deliver an interactive French workshop to our Year 7 and 8 pupils as

part of the BCS outreach programme. The pupils enjoyed playing

countdown and musical chairs all conducted in French.
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Dear Parents and Carers

I hope you have had a good week.
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Mock Exams 
These will run next week from 27 November – 1 December. If you

have any questions with regards to the mocks, please contact Ms

Restivo (Year 11) at mrestivo@bcsweb.co.uk or Mrs Shields (Year 13)

at rshields@bcsweb.co.uk We wish the pupils all the very best.

Connected Event
Our next Careers event will be the                                       event in              

________for pupils in Key Stage 4 & 5. If any parent or carer has an

office locally or in London that we may be able to use for this event,

please get in touch with Carolyn Chamberlain

(cchamberlain@bcsweb.co.uk) or myself (MWallace@bcsweb.co.uk).

We would be pleased to hear from you. 

School Bus Service
During the summer term we conducted a survey to understand if there

would be any interest in the school providing a Bus Service to and

from school each day. The responses have indicated that there is

sufficient interest to run such a service. Although the follow up to this

survey has been delayed due to staff changes at the school, we are in

the process of obtaining quotes for several routes and we will be able

to share this with you before the end of term. Thank you for your

patience.

Challoner Connected

January 

mailto:mrestivo@bcsweb.co.uk
mailto:rshields@bcsweb.co.uk
mailto:cchamberlain@bcsweb.co.uk
mailto:MWallace@bcsweb.co.uk
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I hope you have an enjoyable weekend.

With best wishes

Mark Wallace

Black Friday offer from Oz Schoolwear

Architects
We are undertaking a space
audit with regards to
maximizing our space usage at
the school. If there are any
architects within our school
community who can give
advice and expertise, that
would be very much
appreciated. If you could
contact me in the first instance
on MWallace@bcsweb.co.uk

Christmas Card
Competition
Congratulations to our winner and

runner-up in our Christmas Card

competition.

Winner:                  Year 4 (St

Edmund and St Catherine)

Runner Up:                Year 5 (St

Edmund and St Catherine)

Jessica C

Micah O 

mailto:MWallace@bcsweb.co.uk


Term Dates 2024/25

Autumn Term 2024
(Monday 26 August – BANK HOLIDAY)

START OF TERM Monday 2 September

HALF TERM Friday 18 October 4pm – Monday 4 November

8.30am

TERM ENDS Friday 13 December 12 noon

Spring Term 2025
START OF TERM Monday 6 January

HALF TERM Friday 14 February 4pm – Monday 24 February

8.30am

TERM ENDS Friday 4 April 12 noon

(Easter Weekend: Good Friday 18 April to Easter Monday 21

April)

Summer Term 2025
START OF TERM Wednesday 23 April 

HALF TERM Friday 23 May 4pm – Monday 2 June 8.30am

TERM ENDS Friday 4 July 12 noon
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Please kindly remind your children that electronic devices and accessories
are not to be charged in school. Students must ensure phones and iPads
are fully charged at home, ready for the school day to allow them to make

best use of the resources. 

NOTICE
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We are pleased to re-open the offer of a comprehensive set equipment

for Mathematics that is suitable for Year 7 up to GCSE, at a reduced

price.

The bundle is enclosed in a transparent A4 Project Case and it is made up

of:

· Casio FX-85GT scientific calculator

· 30 cm ruler

· Full geometry set in a tin

· Transparent pencil case – suitable for GCSE exam hall use

If you would like to purchase these for your child, please ensure that you

have made a payment of £18.00 via ParentPay by Friday 1st December

2023 by 4pm. Unfortunately, payments received after this date will not

be included in the order.

Please ensure that you check that the payment has cleared and is not left

as pending.

Any queries, please contact Mrs Bastin vbastin@bcsweb.co.uk 

PUPIL SUCCESS
Well done to Alexander O (Year 7) who

successfully passed his Grade 1 Saxophone exam

with Distinction last week. We are extremely

proud of him.

mailto:vbastin@bcsweb.co.uk


Congratulations to Maggie and
Zara, Year 3, for their excellent

poster designs in the prep
school’s Road Safety Poster

Competition
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Last Monday Mr Coultart, Head of Art,

hosted an art class for teachers of local

schools in and around Bromley. There

was a great turnout with teachers from

St Christopher’s The Hall School and

Chistlehurst School for Girls in

attendance. Mr Coultart demonstrated

various art techniques as part of his

‘Take the Biscuit’ workshop. 

Please kindly refrain from dropping your child off at school in the mornings inside
the school gates via car. We operate a strict ‘no car movements between

8:15am and 9am within the school grounds’ policy. This includes Uber/taxi drop
offs.

NOTICE
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Francophone Enrichment outreach Day 

On Friday 17th November, years 7 & 8 were in for a treat! 

Students and MFL staff of Bishop Challoner and St Olave’s Grammar School in

the French Department paired to collaborate on the delivery of cultural and

language Francophone day hosted at Bishop Challoner.The students learnt

about the grammar and Christmas vocabulary in a fun and interactive way and

played musical chairs to the Francophone music.

A level students from St Olave’s School,  presented on culture and music and

used the verbs ‘aimer’ through white board competitions to form verbs and talk

about their favourite artists and music. There was a real buzz in the

atmosphere, with students enjoying their learning through team competitions

and participating actively. The students learnt about the vocabulary of

Christmas in French speaking countries and their similarities and differences in

celebration. They had an introduction to past and near future tense and learnt  

about different celebrations. We are grateful to the French A level students of

St Olave’s Grammar School, Ela Esalomi and Shreya Chawla and Mrs Saunders,

Head of French for a great collaborative work together.

The students in years 7 & 8 thoroughly enjoyed their experience and

commented on ‘how fun’ the sessions were. No doubt, they would use some of

the vocabulary learnt in their current trip at Disney land Paris this week!

-Haleh Ryall

Outreach Lead

Head of French



'Year 7 at Bishop Challoner had a blast with brilliant Year 12s from St. Olaves

Grammar School. These language gurus took us on an adventure into the world of

French, unveiling the mysteries of "er" verbs with some unforgettable sayings. The

focus was on the festive season, as we dived into a merry vocabulary extravaganza -  

Joyeux Noël, and all the Christmas trimmings. A colossal French Christmas

crossword that lit up the board, turning our class into a linguistic winter

wonderland.

It was an absolute delight, and we're all still buzzing with the joie de vivre they

brought to our French lessons.'  -  Henry G and Estella C.
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Pre-Prep and Prep School
This week we enjoyed a wonderful assembly led by our Year One class, all about

Medieval Castles. It was great to see them dressed in costumes to represent the different

people that would have lived in and around a castle. They explained some of the facts

they have learnt and also showed off their great castle models. Well done Year One. 

This week has also seen the Christmas play rehearsals get well and truly underway. The

children are working very hard on learning their lines, songs and dances. We are really

looking forward to seeing parents, carers and family members at the performances, which

will be held on Wednesday 13th December at 2pm and Thursday 14th December at 6pm.

The costume letter is coming home with the children today (Friday 24th November) and

we request that all costumes are in school by Monday 4th December, in a named carrier

bag. Thank you for your support with this. 

Upcoming Dress Up Days 
You will have seen in book bags that the PTA have organised a PJ/Onesie wearing day on

Friday 1st December, where children are invited to wear these items for a £1 donation

towards the PTA. 

Friday 8th December is Christmas jumper day. Children are invited to wear a Christmas

jumper to school in return for a £1 donation to the schools chosen Christmas charity, The

Passage. 

Please see the letter sent home today for all important dates over the next few weeks. It is

sure to be a busy and fun time in school and we are looking forward to the excitement

that this season brings, whilst remembering the important reason why we are making

preparations and celebrating. We look forward to sharing this special time with families

and children. 

We wish you a wonderful weekend, 

Mr Peck, Mrs Bateman and Ms Hoyles 



 Daisy for working hard in the Christmas play
rehearsals

Rhys for excellent IT skills  

Reception

Year 1 

Year 2

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 

Year 6 

Rosie for her excellent contribution to Forest School

Uras for producing excellent work   

Christiana for excellent effort in Maths lessons  

Grace for always being helpful to everyone 

Amaya for excellent effort and presentation 
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Pre-Prep and Prep School

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Many congratulations to all our Stars. We are very proud of you!



This term the Pre prep children have been

busy exploring dinosaurs and other

prehistoric animals, namely the Woolly

Mammoth.

They have been making their own

interpretation of the dinosaur that reflect that

of the one in the science museum in London.

They have also been expressing their artistic

skills in making Woolly Mammoths out of

everyday materials and made dinosaur fossil

cookies. What fun!

EYFS 

This month the Pre prep children had a

visitor who came into the setting to talk about

Remembrance Day and the War. She even

made a ration card to show us.

Thank you so much for coming to help the

children have a better understanding of what

Remembrance Day is about.
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal

Thanks and gratitude to all the families who have donated so generously

with your shoebox. Blythswood collected 38 boxes lovingly prepared by

you. Supporting this Junior and Senior Chaplaincy initiative, were some

excellent elves from Years 12 & 13, who industriously helped to load the

Blythswood truck during their free lesson time. Can you guess who the elf

behind the box is? Thanks again for your wonderful support - you are

making a big difference to many lives this Christmas!



Spiritual Retreat Day

It has been a joy to spend time, off-timetable, with

Year 9 on their reflective Spiritual Retreat Day.

They explored personal spirituality as a part of self-

care; something that develops and evolves over

time, that each can turn to in times of joy and

happiness or change and challenge, through

connecting with nature, prayer and Care for our

Common Home. 

9A produced a splendid mind-map on ‘Humankind

& Nature Connections’ (below), whilst 9Alpha’s

form-room Prayer & Reflection Station is now

complete, as a unique expression of their form-

group DNA. Together, we worked towards a time of

calm and quiet, before praying spontaneously but

intentionally for peace in the world, wellness of our

loved ones and the relief of those caught up in the

margins of society. I hope you enjoy these images

capturing their creative flow.
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Assembly for KS3: Years 7, 8 & 9

It gave me great joy to deliver an assembly on the blessed Franz

Jagerstatter, a courageous and committed peacemaker of our times,

awaiting canonisation to sainthood. In these troubling times, it’s

important for us all to be reminded of the ‘Greats’ in church stories,

which we can turn to, to be inspired into action and new thinking.  Franz

was a regular man who took his Catholic faith very seriously. He came

from a good and loving family and went on to have his own beautiful

family. He was adventurous, studious, a keen and avid reader; he liked to

be the first to try new things, ahead of the crowd. Not uncommonly in

those days, he left school at 14, but something about Franz set him apart

from the rest - his relationship with God ran deep. You see, peace and the

love of God meant a great deal to Franz - he adopted the teachings of

Jesus to be the centre of his life: to be kind and loving to everyone,

serving his community and serving God. His strong work ethics, even in

difficult and challenging times, resonated through his faith into his whole

being. Read more here and do watch the film inspired by his story,

‘Hidden Life’ (PG-13). 

https://paxchristi.org.uk/resources/peace-people-2/blessed-franz-jagerstatter/


BISHOP CHALLONER NEWS
 2 4  N O V  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  N O . 1 2 5

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
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The Feast of Christ The King

In the final week of the liturgical year, ahead of the eagerly awaited season of

Advent (begins Sunday 3rd Dec), we celebrate Christ the King, on this Sunday 26th

November. On this day, we celebrate Christ’s true kingship and in celebrating

Christ as King, we renew our connection to him and our desire that we might draw

closer to him, as we journey and grow. More importantly, we take time out to

ponder his presence from the manger to the cross, and all he encounters along the

way. On Saturday, the Bromley Deanery Catholic Youth Ministry Team will be

back at St Joseph’s church hall in Bromley, to run their annual Youth Day followed

by a vibrant Youth-led Mass. Challoner pupils aged 7+ are invited to join in the day

of fun and engaging activities that are put on, with a generous portion of pizza,

cupcakes and the all-day tuck shop. If your son/daughter wishes to take part, please

do register your child, first. I will be there, and look forward to greeting you!

The week ahead
Mon 27th No Junior or Senior Chaplaincy

(next meeting Mon 4th Dec)

Wed 29th 3.30-4.15pm First Reconciliation

rehearsal in the Chapel

Thu 30th Year 6 Chapel Mass + Advent

Retreat Day 

With every blessing for a restful weekend

Mrs Bell, School Chaplain.
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FROM THE PTA:

There are still a few places left for wreath
night should you wish to sign up.

With Christmas fast approaching we also
need another big push for any donations or

people willing to help at the xmas fair. 
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FROM THE PTA:
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We're gearing up for a fantastic

Christmas fair at school this year,

and we need your help to make it a

reality! Last year, we missed out on

this festive fun due to a shortage of

volunteers, and we're determined to

bring the holiday cheer back.

We're looking for enthusiastic

parents to pitch in and help

organize, decorate, run stalls, and

contribute in any way possible.

Whether it's your creative flair or

your knack for organizing, every

pair of hands counts!

CALL FOR HELP 

Please consider lending a hand and let's make this year's Christmas fair a

memorable one for our school community. Reach out to the PTA at

pta1@bcsweb.co.uk to volunteer or for more details.

Together, we can spread the joy of the holiday season!

Warm wishes, Bishop Challoner PTA

We also want to ask if anyone has any old Christmas trees or decorations they

would be happy to donate.  

If you wish to join the PTA or have any queries, please contact us at
PTA1@BCSWEB.CO.UK or put your details in the PTA box at reception
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DANCE LEADERS AWARD 
Dear Parents,

We are really proud to offer some fantastic opportunities for our students to
strengthen their dance knowledge and ability. The Level 1 and Level 2 Dance
Leadership courses are a 10-month  program. Upon completion, dancers obtain an
official SLQ Dance Leadership certification, as well as vital knowledge and experience
that will help them within the industry, careers and personal lives.

Applicant Criteria (required):

●At least 12- 18 years of age by the end of the application year (2023) Level 1, at
least 13 years of age for Level 2.

●Commitment to being available for course delivery and weekly practical
sessions.

Purpose

Level 1 – Once qualified, your child
will be able to assist in leading
safe, purposeful, and enjoyable

dance sessions under direct
supervision.

Level 2 – Once qualified, your child
will be able to assist in leading
safe, purposeful, and enjoyable
dance sessions under indirect

supervision.

Problem Solving
Self-management
Teamwork
Self-belief
Communication 

Help dancers gain confidence and self-
assurance.
Give dancers experience within the dance
industry and within your community.
Equip dancers with experience needed for the
next stage of their learning, the Level 2 Dance
Leadership course(Level 1)
Equip dancers with experience needed for the
next stage of their learning, a potential
apprenticeship/employment (Level2).

5 Key Skills you will learn:

The course will:
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SLQ have created over 1 million leaders through their qualifications,
this is what those leaders have said:

●98% improved their communication skills.
●96% learnt to work in a team.
●94% believed they were more employable.
●78% said it helped get their first job.
●87% were inspired to get more people engaged.
●83% wanted more in the community.

Investment

There is an investment of time of one hour a week to assist in lessons and there is
a booklet to complete also.

There will be theory lessons once a month.

The registration to the course is £50 a dancer and the heavily subsided fee of
£160 for the course which can be payable at £16 a month.

The course will begin on 28th November 2023. Please let Jess know if you would
like to enroll and or have any questions. This will run every Tuesday in the dining
hall from 3.15pm-4.15pm. 

Look forward to hearing from you and hope your dancer will want to take up this
opportunity.

Please contact jess for more information and to sign up:
jess@jsdancefactory.co.uk

mailto:jess@jsdancefactory.co.uk
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Numbers need to be finalised by
Friday 17th November 

New joiners - Classes will start next
term
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Encourage your child to take part in the 30 day Wellbeing Challenge
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Samaritans Free phone 116 123 www.samaritans.org 

The Miz (for under

25s)

Text THEMIX to

85258
www.themix.org.uk 

Papyrus

HOPELINE

(suicidal feelings in

young people)

0800 068 4141 www.papyrus-uk.org

Childline (up to 18

years)
0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk 

Kooth   www.kooth.com 

  

Young Minds www.youngminds.co.uk
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If you feel unable to keep yourself, or others, safe from harm, call the NHS 111 telephone line or go

to Accident & Emergency. For non-emergency concerns please contact your GP.

Crisis Support Lines

Support websites for help with mental health, dealing with bullying, or

supporting a friend

SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 

http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.themix.org.uk/
http://www.papyrus-uk.org/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
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SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 

School Counselling
General Consent Form link
and QR Code: HERE 

Child Mental Health &
Wellbeing - 10 Top Tips
for Parents: HERE

Talking Mental Health
(Subtitled): HERE

We All Have Mental
Health (Subtitled): HERE

Snapchat Checklist: HERE 

TikTok Checklist: HERE

Mobile Phones for
Children: HERE

Children’s Tech Guide
2023: HERE

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hvy7yn6C1ka9vhkJUPTNUrx_M0cyWFZAmqumyU9nfO5UOU5ETFFXVTlMRDZUUldYSjk2MTdVVFhPUi4u
https://ssslearning.co.uk/index.cfm/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oz1S66_pYTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=754__xBsak4&t=9s
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/snapchat-checklist-updated-for-2023/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/snapchat-checklist-updated-for-2023/
https://swgfl.org.uk/assets/documents/tiktok-checklist-2023.pdf?_=1698230685
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/mobile-phones-for-children/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/


https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/emotional-

wellbeing-factsheet 

https://www.bromleywell.org.uk/assets/documents/counselling-

services

For help contact Bromley Well

0808 278 7898

spa@bromleywell.org.uk

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm
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SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 
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SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING 


