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From the
Headteacher…
The whole school took part in the Ash Wednesday
communion service to mark the beginning of Lent.

Father Simplicio explained the meaning of Lent to the
children and asked them what they intended to sacrifice
during this period. We received the Sign of the Cross
made with ashes. Thank you to our Altar Servers, Roisin,
Tristan and Laurence and to Mr Lohan for organising the
service.

yesterday when children and staff dressed up as their
favourite book character. It was an opportunity to
celebrate stories and a love of reading and to discuss
their favourite author, illustrator or book. It was great
to see many of the juniors sat in the playground over
lunchtime reading their favourite book in the sunshine!

I invite you to say this Lenten prayer written by Kayden
in Year 4:

Tomorrow we have our Open Morning and I am extremely
grateful to all those who are coming to support us. I
am sure that your son or daughter will be an excellent
Ambassador for our school. We hope that you will also
enjoy your visit.

We pray for perseverance during this time of Lent.
May we have the strength to sacrifice things that
are important to us and to try to do more for other
people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
The annual celebration of World Book Day took place

Next Friday evening the PTA will be hosting the Race Night
and I hope that many of you will support the school with
this event.

Paula Anderson – Headteacher
@Challoner_head
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WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

World Book Day 2019
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NURSERY NEWS

Learning about
Lent
The children in the Nursery have been learning
about Lent this week .

They have attended Ash Wednesday Mass and
learned about the traditions of Shrove Tuesday. The
children all made the most delicious pancakes on
Tuesday, weighing out ingredients, beating the batter
and having a go at pancake tossing. The children
enjoyed their pancakes topped off with the choice of
honey and sugar and lemon.

Mrs Murphy led a delightful EYFS assembly on
Tuesday on the topic of Spring and combined with our
discussions about Lent, the children are beginning to
get excited about and prepared for Easter.

Ms Emma Ludlam - Head of Nursery

JUNIOR NEWS

The Ripple Effect
In Year 5 we are currently studying ‘The Ripple
Effect’ in RE. We made these responses to symbolise
that every act of kindness has a ripple effect. It
improves our health, feelings, work, relationships and
friendships.
As a class we discussed in depth the importance
of maintaining a positive outlook and attitude to
different situations. Furthermore, how we can be
more considerate and thoughtful to others.
Mr Peck – Year 5 Teacher
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SENIOR NEWS

Maths Reviews: Abandoned Engineering and
Impossible Engineering – Part 2
In the previous article of this series, the documentary series Impossible Engineering was reviewed. This
week, the documentary series entitled Abandoned Engineering will be reviewed. The series looks at the
wonderful structures mankind has created and why they were abandoned. When these structures were
built, they were built with the most up-to-date technology available at the time.
In addition, to looking at the rationale for these
magnificent creations, the presenters consider their
financial and social costs of their failure. Furthermore,
the environmental impacts of these structures are
considered as well as how experts have come up with
clever ways of making something aesthetically pleasing or
useful from the ruins that have been left behind.
One of the episodes looks at the Canfranc International
Railway station, and was once one of the world’s
glamorous train stations. All that remains of this
magnificent structure is a decaying building that spoils
the beauty of the Pyrenees mountains. At the start of
World War II, Canfranc provided a lifeline for thousands
of Jewish refugees fleeing across Europe. In 1940,
Spanish Dictator Francisco Franco was pictured proudly
leading Hitler along one its platforms. Impressed by this
magnificent building, Hitler took control of it, adorned it
with Swastika flags and used it to smuggle tonnes of gold
his army had plundered from across Europe. In an ironic
twist, after the Nazis had lost the war, criminals used it
to evade capture. The station returned to business as
normal in the 1950s and 1960s. Unfortunately, the station
was closed due to a train derailment, which was very
costly. After years of neglect, local officials plan to repair
and reopen this once magnificent station.
Keeping with the theme of World War II, another episode
looks at the set of armed towers built in the Thames
estuaries to defend the capital city, London. The forts
were operated as army and navy forts. They served as
major defense for against air raids from the Nazis. These

forts were decommissioned in the late 1950s and used
for other activities such as pirate radio broadcasting.
Other buildings that featured in World War II are also
studied, including a fuel plant built in Poland to convert
coal into oil for the Nazi war effort.
Another episode features the Kinzua Viaduct which was a
railroad trestle that spanned the Kinzua Creek in McKean
County in the US state of Pennsylvania. The bridge held
the record for being the tallest railroad bridge in the
world for two years. In 1900, the bridge was taken apart
and rebuilt out of steel to enable heavier trains to run
across it. It remained in commercial service until 1959. In
1963, it was sold to the Pennsylvanian Government and
became the centerpiece of a state park. Restoration of
the bridge started in 2002. Unfortunately, the bridge was
struck by a tornado in 2003 which caused a large portion
of the bridge to collapse. The part of the bridge left intact
has now been converted to a viewing platform, while the
rest of the bridge remains a tangled mess of steel as a
reminder of the damage that forces of nature can cause.
Other engineering marvels from the past that are studied
include a deserted Russian Airforce base, an incomplete
highway in South Africa, the Vajoint Dam in Italy and
Henry Ford’s Fordlandia Rubber town.
This is a series well worth watching, linking History,
Science, Mathematics, Engineering and Geography by
looking at marvels of engineering from the past, their
impact on society and what has become of their ruins.

Dr Samuel – Head of Maths
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CHAPLAINCY

Ash
Wednesday
6th March was Ash Wednesday and we had a whole
school Mass to mark this important event in the
Church’s calendar. Lent offers us the opportunity to
reflect upon our lives, to consider the positive and
negative areas of our lives and what we might do
to change for the better. The ancient Greek word
metanoia is often linked to Lent.

Metanoia means to turn around; we might use this as a
metaphor in two ways. First, to turn around and to go
in a different direction, away from our self-centeredness
and towards Christ, towards those in need, towards love
and goodness. Secondly, to turn around and look at
ourselves to see ourselves in God’s light as weak sinners
who need to be saved.
We read in the Scriptures that after his Baptism, Jesus
was taken by the Holy Spirit into the desert where he
fasted and prayed for 40 days. We read that he was weak

and hungry and it was at this point that the devil tempted
him. However he overcame the temptations and the
angels ministered to him. It is often when we are tired or
exhausted that we find ourselves tempted, at these times
we need to cling to God and to listen for his voice. During
his conversion, St Ignatius took time out from the world
and lived in a cave. He learned to notice the difference
between the consolations of God and the desolations of
the enemy.

Gerard Lohan – School Chaplain

CHAPLAINCY

Consolations of God
I recently came across a simple guide to help us know the
difference:
God’s Voice		

The Devil’s Voice

Stills You		
Leads You		
Reassures You		
Enlightens You		
Encourages You		
Comforts You		
Calms You 		
Convicts You with
knowledge and truth

Rushes You
Pushes You
Frightens You
Confuses You
Discourages You
Worries You
Obsesses You
Condemns You with
falsehoods and lies

www.bishopchallonerschool.com

ONE LAST THING…

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SEE FULL CALENDAR

Safeguarding Essentials
Bishop Challoner is committed to promoting the safety and
welfare of all our pupils. Safeguarding children is everyone’s
responsibility. If you have any safeguarding concerns, please
report them immediately to the Designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL), Mrs S Woolaway, or the Deputy DSL, Ms A Barker.
Bromley Safeguarding Children’s Board is a partnership that
coordinates what is done locally to protect and promote the
welfare of children in Bromley. If you would like further details
please visit:
HTTP://WWW.BROMLEYSAFEGUARDING.ORG/

Monday

11 MARCH
•

Science Week in School

Tuesday

12 MARCH
•

Senior House Music Competition

•

KS3 Science Week Assembly

Thursday

14 MARCH
•

Junior Maths Enrichment Day

•

Y5 Parents and Pupils Science Lesson

Friday

15 MARCH
•

Nursery Reception and Y2 service

•

ISA Junior Soft Fencing

•

PTA Race Night

Bishop Challoner School
228 Bromley Road, Shortlands, Bromley, Kent, BR2 0BS
020 8460 3546

|

office@bishopchallonerschool.com

www.bishopchallonerschool.com

