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A special thank you to Mr Raveney for organising a further 
taster session for prospective pupils and to Mr Coultart, 
Dr Piccio and Mr Flanagan for inspiring the pupils with 
their sessions. The feedback has been very positive 
indeed.  We will be providing a further taster session in 
the Spring Term due to the interest.

Last week Eddie, Francesca, Aaron, Sophie-Rose, Anya 
and Trivikram met with me for refreshments and a chat 
and we discussed progress in Year 6 and their highlights 
to-date.  I am very much looking forward to seeing many 
of our juniors performing in the Wizard of Oz production 
in February.   

Congratulations to our talented pupils who showcased 
their skills by performing at the music recital on 
Wednesday. We are delighted that so many children are 
learning an instrument or taking singing lessons.  Thank 
you to the parents for your responses to those wishing 
to consider singing lessons for your son or daughter.  We 
now have Cathy Bell in place and she comes to Bishop 
&KDOORQHU�RQ�D�0RQGD\�WR�RHU�VLQJLQJ�OHVVRQV�

Ζ�KRSH�RXU�QXUVHU\�SDUHQWV�HQMR\HG�RXU�FRHH�PRUQLQJ�
today.  It was good to see so many of you there. We will be 

KROGLQJ�IXUWKHU�FRHH�PRUQLQJV�QH[W�WHUP�DQG�ZH�ZRXOG�
like to encourage you to come and enjoy a cuppa and a 
chat! Thank you to our PTA Chair Mrs Hassan and Mrs 
Aquilina, Treasurer for supporting the event. 

Our community Mass is held on a Wednesday morning at 
8.00am each week in our chapel and you are welcome to 
join us.

We hosted the ISA Science Quiz on Monday and 
congratulations to the Bishop Challoner Team for taking 
part.  The children were put through their paces with 
some challenging questions.

As we like to be fully prepared for all eventualities, I would 
OLNH�WR�UHPLQG�SDUHQWV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�
bad weather, information will be posted on the school 
website.  In the event of adverse weather conditions 
we will endeavour to keep the school open.  Should the 
ZHDWKHU�EH�VR�H[WUHPH�WKDW�VFKRRO�FORVXUH�EHFRPHV�
necessary, we will post information on our website www.
bishopchallonerschool.com and a message will be sent 
via electronic Call parents where possible.  If you think we 
may not have your correct email address or telephone 
QXPEHU��SOHDVH�HPDLO�RɝFH#ELVKRSFKDOORQHUVFKRRO�FRP

From the 
Headteacher…

Paula Anderson – Headteacher
#&KDOORQHUBKHDG

This has been a further busy week with 11+ 
interviews.  I have been impressed by the quality 
and performance of the prospective pupils at 
interview and wish all of our pupils all the very best 
for the 11+ assessment that takes place on Tuesday 
8th January. 

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
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Year 10 
Football

SENIOR NEWS

The Year 10 Football team had a very productive 
week with impressive wins in the English Small 
Schools (ESFA) Cup and a friendly against Trinity 
School, Croydon.

The Year 10's were convincing winners in the ESFA 
Cup 3rd round with a 8-1 win against Dunotar School, 
5HLJDWH��ΖW�ZRXOG�EH�XQIDLU�WR�PHQWLRQ�VSHFLȴF�SXSLOV�
as it was a fantastic team performance but special 
mention should go to captain Emmanuel who scored 
a 30 yard drive into the top corner which turned the 
game in Bishop Challoner's favor.

The Year 10's continued their rich vein of form with a 
7-0 win against Trinity School with special mention to 

Wesley who converted four of the chances his team 
mates created for him. Although the scoreline would 
VXJJHVW�WKLV�ZDV�D�RQH�VLGHG�DDLU��7ULQLW\�RHUHG�D�
potent attacking threat as the Year 10's managed to 
NHHS�WKHLU�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�FODLP�D�FOHDQ�VKHHW�IRU�WKH�ȴUVW�
time this season.

Next up, King Edward's School, Witley in the last 16 of 
the ESFA Cup.

Mr Snadden – Head of Senior PE

Year 10 & 11 
Table Tennis

SENIOR NEWS

7KH�<HDU����DQG����7DEOH�7HQQLV�WHDP�TXDOLȴHG�IRU�
WKH�6RXWK�/RQGRQ�ȴQDOV�DQG�ZLOO�UHSUHVHQW�%URPOH\�
at Wallington Grammar this week. The team included 
Luke R, Matteo, Matthew and Thomas Y.

7KH\�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�ȴQDO�RQ�)ULGD\�ZLWK�WUDLQLQJ�
from level 2 and Sparta Table Tennis Club coach, Peter 
Winters, providing a training session. Mr Winters will 
be delivering table tennis coaching to the team over 
the next couple of weeks to improve performance 
and deliver more success for the team. 

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
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Fascinating Maths: The Language of Patterns
SENIOR NEWS

If you look at nature, there is one aspect that is woven throughout the natural world, that is the concept of 
natural order and patterns. Some of these patterns are very simple such as the phases of the moon, while 
other patterns are far more complex such as the orbits of the planets around the sun. There are other 
patterns we can adapt and apply to create things that entertain us or make modern life more manageable. 
Probably the best example of this is the way in which music has developed and the complexity it contains 
while still obeying the language of patterns. 

6RPH�SLHFHV�RI�PXVLF�RU�VRQJV�DUH�LQFUHGLEO\�FRPSOH[�
such as Stairway to Heaven by Led Zeplin or The Boys 
of Summer by Don Henley, while others are incredibly 
simple such as Hey Jude by The Beatles (the younger 
members of the audience amongst you will have to ask 
your parents about these very famous well composed 
songs). All these songs have a rhythm and repetitive 
patterns. Repetitive patterns are not only found in music 
but can also be found in our places of dwelling – from the 
wallpaper in the lounge/dining room to the tiling patterns 
in the Kitchen. 

7KH�PRVW�QDWXUDO�UHSHWLWLYH�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�DHFWV�XV�
every day is our sleep patterns. It has been illustrated 
through various television programs and studies that it 
is important to develop and maintain a proper sleeping 
pattern. By this point, I have hopefully demonstrated how 
WKH�SDWWHUQV�KDV�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�LQȵXHQFH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��
In order to describe these patterns, we need some way of 
describing this, and a title for this tool. For the time being, 
we will call this the language of patterns.

The language of patterns which has such a strong 
LQȵXHQFH�RQ�YDULRXV�DVSHFWV�RI�RXU�OLIH��ZKLFK�LV�EHWWHU�
known as Mathematics. Hopefully I have convinced 
those of you with anything less than a positive attitude 
towards Mathematics to open your mind up to 
enjoying Mathematics and maybe the thirst of wanting 
to learn more. There are two important aspects of 
0DWKHPDWLFV��7KH�ȴUVW�LV�WKDW�0DWKHPDWLFV�LV�D�ODQJXDJH�
that can be used to communicate the rules of patterns 
HɝFLHQWO\�DQG�HHFWLYHO\��7KHVH�UXOHV�DQG�IRUPXOD�
are often relatively simple and beautiful. The second 
important aspect is to note that everyone has the 
ability to understand Mathematics, which is one of the 
conclusions, arrived at in the book The Maths Gene by 
Keith Devlin (which is a fantastic book to read). Further, 
in her series, Dr Fry (see previous article for a review 
of this superb documentary), she discovers that when 
we are born, we actually are already hard wired to 
understand and use Mathematics.

Dr Samuel – Head of Mathematics

Galileo quote
MATHEMATICS QUOTE

A famous quote by Galileo, which illustrates the 
presence and beauty of Mathematics:

“Mathematics is the language with which God wrote 
the universe”.

In the next article in this series we will look at the 
Golden Ratio and how some of the most aesthetic 
beautiful objects that occur in nature relate to this 
naturally occurring concept.

THE MATHS GENE

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
http://
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Maths-Gene-Everyone-people-People/dp/075381126X
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Saatchi Gallery 
Art Trip

SENIOR NEWS

Mr Coultart and Mrs Miotti took a group of Art and 
English Literature students to the Saatchi Gallery 
in Chelsea. This was an opportunity to view an 
impressive contemporary art space housed in a 
PDJQLȴFHQW�EXLOGLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�HUHFWHG�LQ�������

The exhibition on view, entitled “Black Mirror”, was 
full of thought-provoking, engaging paintings, drawing 
and sculptures by a range of artists from around the 
ZRUOG��:H�KDG�D�JXLGHG�WRXU�E\�RQH�RI�WKH�JDOOHU\�VWD�
and followed this with a workshop, where the pupils 
focused on responding to some collages by the artist 
John Stezaker. Some considered, thoughtful work was 

produced and this will form the basis for the second 
project in the Year 10 GCSE Art programme with          
Mr Coultart. We will look forward to visiting the gallery 
again next year.

Mr Coultart – Art Teacher

Art Department 
Twitter Feed

SENIOR NEWS

Mr Coultart would like to draw your attention to the 
ChallonerArt  Twitter Feed. There has recently been 
plenty of drawings and studies of portraits in the Art 
Room and many of these can be viewed at https://
twitter.com/ChallonerArt . Please follow us to keep 
abreast what goes on in the class. Apologies, but we 
cannot follow back.

VIEW ARTWORK

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
http://twitter.com/ChallonerArt
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Eco Club and  
Green Science

EXTRA CURRICULAR

This week in Eco club we made tin can robots. 
Millions of cans are thrown away every day and not 
recycled. We collected some cans and transformed 
them to become a robotic monster.

We will use one to be our Eco club mascot but we need to 
name the monster.  A prize will be given to any member 
of our Eco committee who comes up with the most 
appropriate name.

Well done to every one in Eco -club for all their continued 
hard work. We will be focusing on the topic of 'litter' after 
Christmas and working towards our silver award. 

Miss Ruston – Science Technician

STEM Club
EXTRA CURRICULAR

In STEM club his week, we looked at some challenges 
from Cyber Discovery; HM Government’s landmark cyber 
security training programme. 

3XSLOV�FRPSOHWHO\�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�ȴQGLQJ�FOXHV�DQG�
cracking codes. The aim of the programme is to nurture 
pupil's interest in cyber security. Anyone aged 14 and 
above can join this branch of the STEM club. Ask Dr Piccio 
to enrol.

Dr Piccio – Head of Science

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
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Primary 
Mathematics 
Challenge

JUNIOR NEWS

Last week, Year 5 and 6 took part in the Primary 
Mathematics Challenge organised by the 
Mathematical Association. This is a very complicated 
test that many schools take part in. There are 25 
TXHVWLRQV�ZKLFK�YDU\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�IRXU�GLHUHQW�
calculations. You have 45 minutes to do as much of 
the test as you can. 

It challenges the mind to think of things outside the 
box. It is well organised and even gives you two practice 
questions at the front (although these are much easier 
than the actual test). On the front it explains how to 
answer the questions and to insert the letter instead 
of the actual answer. The one thing they could improve 
on is to paper clip the test instead of making it in the 
VKDSH�RI�D�OHDȵHW��Ζ�P\VHOI��KDOIZD\�WKURXJK��UHDOLVHG�
that there were another ten questions. Apart from my 

little panic, it was very fun. We are looking forward 
to hearing if any of us get invited back for the bonus 
round in January 
Amelie, Year 5

Next year the Primary Mathematics Challenge is 
celebrating its 20th birthday and Year 5 were asked to 
design birthday card posters – with a mathematical 
theme and their next year’s date. Here are the designs 
that are representing us this year.

Mrs Sweet – Y5 Teacher

Year 3 Curriculum
JUNIOR NEWS

In Year Three this week, we have been using 
comparatives and superlatives to improve 
GHVFULSWLRQ��OLQNHG�WR�RXU�ZRUN�RQ�5RDOG�'DKO
V�ȴQDO�
published book, The Minpins. 

In Mathematics, we have focused on learning to tell 
the time on analogue and digital clocks, as well as 
OHDUQLQJ�WKH�GLHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�DP�DQG�SP��

We are very excited about our trip to the Museum 
of Kent Life today, linked to our History topic about 
Prehistoric Britain.Mr FitzGerald – Year 3 Teacher

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
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Countdown  
to Christmas

NURSERY NEWS

In the Nursery we are very excited to have started 
our countdown to Christmas.  The children have 
been making their Christmas cards, practising 
LPSRUWDQW�ȴQH�PRWRU�VNLOOV�E\�ZULWLQJ�WKHLU�QDPHV�
and carefully gluing paper to their cards.  

The children have begun to learn the songs for the 
Nativity Play which has involved using listening and 
memory skills and demonstrating their beautiful 
singing voices.  Importantly, we have been reading the 
Nativity story to the children and talking about the 

reason why we celebrate Christmas, to celebrate the 
birth of Baby Jesus.  The children are really enjoying 
taking part in the activities and we are looking 
forward to the Nativity play in December when they 
will demonstrate how hard they have been working.

Mrs Bateman – EYFS Practitioner

Diwali  
Festival of Light

JUNIOR NEWS

The Reception pupils have been learning about the 
Hindu festival of Diwali. They enjoyed making their 
own Rangoli patterns, using brightly coloured paint 
and sand. They listened to the story of Rama & Sita 
and then made their own Diva lamps. 

 

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
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Children's 
Advent Service

ST EDMUND'S

This Service will take place on Sunday, 9th December 
at 3.00pm. It is a lovely service and we are looking 
for lots of children to get involved. 

We will need readers, musicians and singers for the 
choir, as well as little ones coming dressed up in nativity 
costumes on the day. As well as lots of angels and 
shepherds, we would also like to have Mary, Joseph and 
the Three Kings, so if you think your children could play 
one of these (walk-on) roles, then let us know. 

Readers only will need to attend a rehearsal at the church 
on Sunday, 2nd December at 3.00pm. To help us plan the 
service and allocate readings, if you are interested, please 
contact Maria Crowe via email : 

Mr Lohan - School Chaplain

Altar Servers' Training
CHAPLAINCY

On Friday 16th November, we began our Altar 
Servers Training Course.  It was very encouraging 
to see sixteen pupils from Years 5 and 6 put 
themselves forward. 

Once they have completed the course we plan to have a 
special Mass in the New Year where they will be enrolled 
into the guild of St Stephen.  We will keep you updated 
about their progress. 

PDULDEULJKRXVH#KRWPDLO�FRP

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
http://
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Purple Mash 
Competition

JUNIOR NEWS

One of the best things about this time of year is the 
sending and receiving of cards. That is why we have 
entered the ‘Purple Mash Festive Card Competition’.

During ICT lessons, pupils were given time to design 
some Christmas cards and then chose two to be 
transformed using Purple Mash. From these two 
designs they then selected their favourite image which 
was submitted to either the ‘under 8’s’ or ‘under 12’s’ 
competition. Thank you to those pupils in Year 5 and 6 
who have also entered.

Pupils have saved their designs under the ‘work’ 
tab on the PurpleMash homepage but you can also 
see these on our Bishop Challoner Display Board on 
PurpleMash under the ‘sharing’ tab. They know how 
to access these to show you at home. Their chosen 
designs will soon feature on the festive competition 
board once they have been checked by a member of 
PurpleMash.

Mrs Nixon - Junior ICT and Computing

Purple Mash Designs
JUNIOR NEWS

Well done to all the children for producing such 
wonderfully creative designs. You are all winners in 
your own right. Thank you for your hard work.

 
PURPLE MASH DESIGNS

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
http://www.purplemash.com
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Bishop Challoner School 
228 Bromley Road, Shortlands, Bromley, Kent, BR2 0BS

020 8460 3546    |    office@bishopchallonerschool.com

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

• U14 A&B Netball vs Bromley High

Monday 
26 NOVEMBER

• Community Mass

• Y9 French Theatre visiting

• Senior Music Recitals, 7pm

Wednesday 
28 NOVEMBER

• U14 Netball vs Croydon High

Tuesday 
27 NOVEMBER

• PTA Secret Present Room

• Reception Taster Day, 1.30pm

• Senior Citizens Party

Thursday 
29 NOVEMBER

• PTA Meeting, 9am

• KS1 & Y2 Service

Friday 
30 NOVEMBER

ONE LAST THING…

Bishop Challoner is committed to promoting the safety and 
welfare of all our pupils. Safeguarding children is everyone’s 
responsibility. If you have any safeguarding concerns, please 
report them immediately to the Designated Safeguarding 
Lead (DSL), Mrs S Woolaway, or the Deputy DSL, Ms A Barker.

SEE FULL CALENDARSafeguarding Essentials 

Streaming Online Videos
This week’s focus is on streaming online videos. If you would like 
further advice on how to keep your child safe when using video 
apps or live streaming, please visit: 

NSPCC LINK

• ISA National Swimming Finals

Saturday 
1 DECEMBER

https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
mailto:office@bishopchallonerschool.com
https://twitter.com/challoner_head
https://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/information/calendar
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/video-chat-sharing-streaming/

